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PLO under 

i pressure to 
r quit talks 

ii Palestinians united in their rejection of Israeli offer 


% 


By Stephanie Genldn 

Special to the Star 


PALESTINIANS IN Jordan are 
united in their outright rejection 
of the latest Israeli offer for Pal¬ 
estinian self-rule. The draft pro¬ 
posal submitted by Israeli dele¬ 
gates to their Palestinian 
counterparts last Thursday is in¬ 
tended to provide a framework 
for subsequent negotiations and 
to serve as a basis for an interim 
period of Palestinian self-rule. 

Yet with hard-core issues, such 
as 'the future status of Jerusalem 
and Jewish settlements in the Oc¬ 
cupied Territories, conspicuously 
missing from the draft proposal, 
die Palestinian leadership assert¬ 
ed of sub- 



Arafat: Underpressure 


ed that the plan is devoi 
stance. ... . . 

The PLO followed its words with deeds by re¬ 
ducing the number of its delegation in Washing¬ 
ton from 14 to three. It said that its "bold deci¬ 
sion" to return to the negotiating table, in spite 
of Israeli intransigence over the repatnanon of 
over 400 Palestinians expelled last December, 
has not been rewarded with far-reaching conces¬ 
sions. High hopes for a breakthrough dug ng the 
ninth round of talks, which began JJ April, are 
now dashed and Chairman Arafat is again com¬ 


ing under pressure to withdraw from the talks.. 

"If Arafat continues to play solo, the entire 
process is bound to lose credibility," warned La- 
bib Qamhawi, a political analyst 
and former University of Jordan 
political science professor. He add¬ 
ed that general Palestinian support 
is diminishing and frustration is on 
the rise. He suggested that "Mr Ar¬ 
afat consider voluntary retirement" 
and give way to local leadership 
from the Occupied Territories. 

The Israeli draft proposal, a 
guideline for. a modest form of ad- 
. ministrative control,. .offers very 
limited legislative authority to an 
elected Palestinian council. 

Dr Issa Yousef Abdul Haq, an 
economic consultant in Amm a n , 
said that any solution which does 
not grant the Palestinians self de¬ 


termination is unthinkable. For him, and others, 
the geographical component of any settlement 
plan is the essential ingredient. Dr Abdel Haq 
said that there can be no lasting peace as long as 
Jerusalem and the settlements in the Occupied 
Territories are excluded from the negotiations. 

A number of prominent Palestinians described 
the first official Israeli proposal as intentionally 
vague, and charged that the plan offers less than 
the Camp David Accords. 

Palestine embassy information officer in Am- 



Dana: A garden of rocks 
in the heart of Jordan 


IHyjawi 

iff Writer 

AR high over 
where time 
I nature beckons. 
e Ghor Al Safi 
Lba, the 150,000 
lies untamed m 
southern Jordan 
discovered. And 

.meter drive from 

the desert high- 
ting. But turning 
rafileh, the beau- 
begins to unravel, 
si the sudden but 
ieter elimb leads 

skirts of the sanc- 

drive along a dirt 
to about 800 me - 
uroey ends where 


the Royal Society for the Con¬ 
servation of Nature (RSCN) 
had set up a camp for visitors 
to the reserve. 

I have experienced some ot . 
Jordan's unique terrains on 
many earlier trips. But I washt 
prepared to witness such a 
magnanimous feat of nature. ^ 

As we unpacked and settled 
ourselves in camp, I had an ee¬ 
rie feeling that time s pendulum 
had stopped. Human tune be¬ 
came irrelevant — our ues to 
the civilized world must have 
been severed somewhere along 
the serpentine road as we 
passed the reserve's gates. 

Welcoming us, the reserves 
keeper Abu Bilal, a resident of 
a nearby village, guided us 
through a wind-sculptured gar¬ 
den of protruding columns of 





man, Ibrahim Barhoum, told The Star that while 
the Israeli formula was unacceptable, the propo¬ 
sal makes the negotiations "more serious." 
"There will be a lot of proposals and counter 
proposals until something is agreed upon," he 
added. 

Political commentator. Rami Khoun, who 
strongly supports the give-and-take approach, 
pointed to recent developments as a source of 
encouragement. "There are a lot of things hap¬ 


pening that Israel.said wouldn't happen a year 
ago," Mr Khouri said referring to the return of 
30 deportees to the Occupied Territories and the 
appointment of Jerusalem resident Faisal Hus- 
seini to the Palestinian delegation. The recent Is¬ 
raeli proposal is only a first step in a long pro¬ 
cess. he explained. "We have to negotiate and 
build on it." 

Raja Rabie, the Jordan representative of the 

Continued on page 4 


Sharif Zaid's 
government 
staying until June 

By Ahmad Shaker 
Special to The Star 

THE GOVERNMENT or Sharif - Zaid Ben Shaker will re¬ 
main in office until at least the beginning of next month. 
The Star has learned. One of the main pressures on the 
Sharifs cabinet members has ended with the govern¬ 
ment's decision to suspend passing the temporary sales 
tax law, at the request of 11 ministers who are planning 
to contest the coming parliamentary' elections. 

As things stand now the elections will be held in Novem¬ 
ber. when the term of the current Parliament expires. 
This gives plenty of time to cabinet ministers to prepare 
for elections since the law stipulates that they should 
hand in their resignations one month before election day. 

Another reason for postponing a reshuffle is the fact 
that His Majesty King Hussein's planned trip to the Unit¬ 
ed States has been deferred until June. 

In addition to the present prime minister, the most like¬ 
ly contender to form the next government remains Depu¬ 
ty Prime Minister and Minister of Education Mr Thou- 
qan Al Hindawi, who announced that he will not be 
running for re-election. Mr Hindawi, who has held the 
post of Chief of the Royal Court, will form a government 

Continued on page 4 


sandstone and Giant boulders. 
The reserve is known for its 
rare flora and Abu Bilal's guid¬ 
ed tour included a view of the 
indigenous Afa'r tree, whose 
fruits are used by the area's 
nibes to extract a form of tea 
and to perfume leather prod¬ 
ucts. "Bunum is good for ulcers 
and kidney disorders, Sfeira for 
headaches and wild ZoVar al¬ 
most for anything." 

In addition to the strange 
rock formation, our path was 
laden with ancient trees that 
many believe had been there 
for hundreds of years. One kind 
of oak is believed to exist only 
in the Dana area. The layers 
imbedded within each rock ace 
like a record of past millennia. 

Continued on page 2 


Clean-up 
project 
will cost 
JD 3.25 b., 
study says 

A STUDY by two 
Jordanian experts 
has concluded that 
the deficit, in water 
resources In Jordan 
is already more seri¬ 
ous than previously 
thought- "Environ-- 
merit .and economic 

development are 

linked, together," 
said Bashar Kloub 
arid Dr Jamal Radi- 
adeh, authors of. a 
report on the state 
of the environment 
in - Jordan. * "Entfc 
romnental problems 
are dominated by 
die critical need'to 
manage these scarce 
common resources 
of' water and culti¬ 
vable land." 

They estimate that 
ft will cost JD 3.25 
billion to Invest in 
environmental dean 
up project.for a ten 
year period. 

- The report stated 
that Jordan's eco¬ 
nomic development 
cannot be sustained 
on -a deteriorating 
environmental re¬ 
source base. - _ 

■ - "Environment 
should be a key. in 
the design of strate¬ 
gies andpoi fejes for 

timai use of resourc¬ 
es," 

The brunt of wa- 
ter misuse in Jordan 

would be:- catasr 
trophk to, thri long 

^It^ddedthatover- 
epctractionof ground 
. water. is depleting 
aquifers ' and.^ fn- 
saEnlty 
^percentof 
municipal water 
eomc&frqm subter¬ 
ranean ’' : ‘sources, 
wi th ind ustries be- 


OfpoButianA- 




5un 






suucitcli 



1 . : V ■ ’ • •** 

, • ‘ *7 • - 


s w rs A s 

h m a da: 



















































ZZX3Z2Z. 




•- ~y?7 jr *"& 3BB 


2 THE STAR 


13 MAY 1993 



!•] i] : 


VE 


A" 


1 . «: 




Jordanian 
democracy hailed 

■ His Majesty King Hussein is 
building the foundations of a 
modem .Arab society and at¬ 
tempting to | 
unite a tradi- 
tional Islam¬ 
ic identity 

cratic free- . V 1 

doms. * v.v * 

An article - 

in the the " . 

Christian '' t 

Science HRk ^ - W. 
Monitor, —l—™ 4^-” 
says that if King Hussein 
successful. 

Jordan's ex¬ 
periment could prove a model 
of stability for the Arab world 
at a time of rising Islamic acti¬ 
vism and popular discontent 
with economic decline and 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


government corruption 

throughout the region. 

The King, the longest reign¬ 
ing Arab leader, acknowledges 
publicly that time is running 
short. He hopes to build a dem¬ 
ocratic system that would sur¬ 
vive threats from anti¬ 
reformists, the paper says. 

The paper quoted Munis Ra- 
zaz, head of the newly formed 
and awaiting licence Jordanian 
Arab Democratic Party, as say¬ 
ing that "King Hussein is rac¬ 
ing with lime in building demo¬ 
cratic and civil institutions to 
turn Jordan into a modem 
state." He goes on to say that 
"if there are threats to democra¬ 
cy in the future, there will be 
safety valves to protect it. 
These safety valves — written 
into Jordan’s National Char¬ 
ter.... include legalized free¬ 
doms of expression and press, 
free elections and popular par¬ 
ticipation in government, and 
legalized opposition parties and 
unions...." 

On the other hand, while a 
British organization working 
against press censorship (un¬ 
named by Petra news agency 


which reported the news) 
praised Jordan. Yemen and 
Morocco, fur developing a free 
press, the French-based organi¬ 
zation Reporters sans Frontier 
criticized Israel in its recently 
published 1992 annual report 
for having the highest number 
of detentions and arrests of, 
and clashes with, journalists in 
the democratic world. Com¬ 
plaints against the government 
and the Israeli military include 
the establishment of "no-go” 
areas for journalists and of mil¬ 
itary censorship. 

More parties join 
the race 

■ One more political party is 
waiting to be licensed by the 
Interior Ministry which has re¬ 
ceived its application on 3 
May. according to Ad Dustour 
daily. The new" party, the Arab 
Jordanian People's Party, has 
56 founding members. 

McGovern in the 
Middle East 

■ Former US Democratic Sen¬ 
ator George McGovern was in 
Amman last week as a guest of 
His Majesty King Hussein. His 
visit to Jordan, was part of a 
three-week tour to Middle East¬ 
ern states including Syria, Sau¬ 
di Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, the UAE. Morocco and 
Israel on behalf of the Middle 
East Policy Council. 

The purpose of his visit was 
to increase the council's under¬ 
standing of the region and ex¬ 
plain to Middle Eastern leaders 
the activities of the council, 
which is an educational and in¬ 
formational forum. Yet because 
his visit to Jordan coincided 
with the peace process that is 
underway, we cannot but sug¬ 
gest that part of his visit is to 
offer support to the current 
peace negotiations. - - • — 

Mr McGovern said that "Jor¬ 
dan under King Hussein has 


been among the most construe- impose any new taxes, espe- 

tive and intelligent voices in cially the Sales tax." subse- 

the region for 30 plus years.” quently frozen. Again. Khraisat 

As far as the peace process is said, his movement was not 

concerned, he said that the against economic reform but 

Clinton administration is com- was against the imposition of 

mined to a peaceful solution to temporary laws. If laws were 

the conflict and will take a fair needed to be made then the 

and balanced approach. But he Lower House needed to be in 

warned that "no one will get a session. During the press con- 

100 percent of what they ference, members of the Broth- 

want." a reference to PaJestini- erhood dismissed the current 

an autonomy. McGovern said peace negotiations saying that 

that the "definition of autono- it has achieved nothing and 

my was the principle subject said that the latest ninth round 

which needs to be worked should be stopped. Dr Ali AI 

out.... the stronger the autono- Hawamda. Dr Hammam Said, 

my is, the better it will be for Hamza Mansour. Abd Al Aziz 

all sides....it’s even in the inter- Jaber and Mohammed Al Haj 

est of Israel." Palestinians must were panic- _ 

be given "a sense that they are ularly criii- 

in control of their destiny." On cal of the 

the issue of Jerusalem Mr PLO saying 

McGovern was frank saying "I that it "does W Z■ 

do not know how it will be re- not repre- f . 

solved." He was specific about sent the Pal- I ' ' - r jfe 

the fact that the official US po- estinian ? 1 mk 

sition does not include a Pales- people and G V 

tinian state at the end of the it has no w 

road, but must be US-PLO. right to sur- 

render any -- 

Brotherhood in m Khraisat 

dispute with PLO Hammam Said said that "the 

PLO has not been elected by 
M Muslim Brotherhood depu- Palestinian people but by 
ties officially declared their in- countries." 

tenrion to fight the next parlia- However, the Brotherhood 
memory elections. deputies rejected an alternative 

In what was seen as the be- government to the PLO but 

ginning of an election cam- called on it to return to armed 

paign. the movement’s spokes- struggle and to the PLO Char- 

man Mr Ibrahim Khraisat t er bi response, PLO leader 

outlined the political attitude of Yasser Arafat accused the 

the Brotherhood on 13 different Brothers of meddling in Pales- 

issues, to a press conference, uni an internal affairs and said 

Khraisat said they were waiting battle for peace is the most 
for the date of the coming elec- crucial of all battles, 
tions, but emphasized that the Muslim deputies expressed 
government cannot set a tern- surprise and said that the "issue 
porary election law when Par- Q f Palestine is a Muslim and an 
liament is not in session but /^- a b one." 
elections must be fought on the 

existing electoral law according Latest | $rae li poll 
to Al Rai daily. r 

Mr Khraisat said that the . . . . . , 

Brotherhood calls on Ihe gov- ■ D,¥,sl «“. brae ' 
enunen. "noi io resp5HaTo'ffir'T« rc = and Arecl.on oftheM.d- 

prescriptions of the Intemation- ® e in ^ 

al Monetary Fund and nol to l "S lon '"Knsified with an opm- 
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ion poll revealing that 59 per¬ 
cent of those questioned op¬ 
posed any territorial conces¬ 
sions to the' Arabs. 

The Gallop poll published in 
the newspaper Ma’ariv. is a 
blow to Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin who already argued pub¬ 
licly with Foreign Minister Mr 
Shimon Peres over territorial 
concessions. - 

Fifty-nine percent of those Is¬ 
raelis questioned said they 
were against any territorial con¬ 
cessions to the Arabs even if Is¬ 
rael maintained control over 
some land along its pre-1967 
borders and East Jerusalem. 

Deportees: 30 
returned* but 
50,000 to go 

■ The number of Palestinian 
deportees is significantly more 
than the recent return of the 30 
deportees would imply, accord¬ 
ing to a Jordanian source 
speaking to the London-based 
Al Hayat. There are 50,000 Pal¬ 
estinians living in Jordan who 
have official papers confirming 
their right of residence in the 
West Bank, but whom Israel re¬ 
fuses to allow to return, ar¬ 
guing that they have temporary 
(two-year) Jordanian pass¬ 
ports. 

The Jordanian official said 
that Israel deported die 50,000 
by indirect means. Palestinians 
would cross to Jordan, but 
would not be allowed back, by 
the Israeli authorities. The offi¬ 
cial said that Israel must allow 
all these who have official resi¬ 
dence papers to return to the 
West Bank. . 

The sources said that there 
are 1.7 million Jordanians citi¬ 
zens of Palestinian origin, who 
enjoy all rights of citizenship as 
specified in the Constitution. 

It is the right of all Palestini¬ 
ans living in Syria, Lebanon 
and Egypt to become citizens 
of those countries enjoying the 
rights of nationality. This how¬ 
ever should not effect their 
right of return to the Occupied 
Territories once there is an Is¬ 
raeli withdrawal and the estab- 




lishment of an independent Pal¬ 
estinian state, the source was. 
quoted as saying. 

UNRWA reverses 
decision 

■ UNRWA this week reversed 
its decision to impose fees on 
educational and health services 
to Palestinian refugees in Jor¬ 
dan. This decision, which 
would have effected about one 
million refugees, comes after 
weeks of intense debate at the 
UNRWA headquarters in Vien¬ 
na about ways of cutting the 
deficit in its budget. UNRWA 
will partly be moving itireduca¬ 
tion and health administration 
to Jordan sometime next 
month, according to Adel Ir- 
shid, head of the Palestinian Af¬ 
fairs section at the Foreign 
Ministry. UNRWA will obtain 
most of its needs from the Jor¬ 
danian market in an effort to 
cut down its $ 70 million costs, 
according to Ad Dustour. 

Increase in the 
cost of living in 
Jordan 

■ The cost of living has in¬ 
creased by 6.8 percent in the 
last year, according to Jordan 
News agency, Petra. Since 
1988, the cost of living in¬ 
creased by 68 percent, its high¬ 
est annual increase was iir-1989 
reaching 27 percent. By 1990, it 
went down to 22 percent and by 
1991 it fell to 13 percent. De¬ 
spite the rising levels of pov¬ 
erty caused by unemployment 
and the returnees from the Gulf, 
the overall trend in the cost of 
living is encouraging. 

Crime rate is down 
for April 

■ The rate of crime has gone 
down for the month of April ac¬ 
cording to Ad Dustour, and the 
number of successful arrests 
have increased by 80 percent, 
in comparison with the past 
three months. 


He provoked 
me~.he offered me 
■ some Lebanese . 
liras to make up for 
my losses in Iraqi 
dinars 


- According to a report by the 
Public Security DepU- 1614 
crimes have been reported in 
April; petty crime accounted 
for 42.7 percent, theft 25.4 per* 
cent, drunken disorderly l.\ 
percent, smuggling 4.2 percent 
while murder was only 0.6 per¬ 
cent. 

The report also added -that 
murder crimes were the result 
of family disputes, quarrels and 
honor. 

The Olmert file on 
embezzlement 

■ Former Israeli Health Minis¬ 
ter Ehud Olmert is being inves¬ 
tigated by. the Israeli police on 
charges of embezzling ministry 
funds. In 
1992 an 
American 
donated 
$800,000 to 
the Israeli 
government 
for the pur¬ 
chase of 
health-care 
equipment. 

Olmert . l 
spent Olmert 

$250,000 of 

the cash buying equipment 
from a company owned by his 
close friend Yigai Cohen- 
Orgad. the former Likud Knes¬ 
set member and finance minis¬ 
ter, according to the Inside Is¬ 
rael political newsletter. The 
rest of the money has not been 
accounted far. 

This is the fourth time Olmert 
has been investigated by the po¬ 
lice. In 1987, when'jhe police 
began .looking inicLthe embez¬ 
zlement of at least $37 million 
from the North American Bank 
of Israel they discovered a file 
on Olmert. 

While sitting in the Knesset, 
Olmert. acting as a private at¬ 
torney for a client fighting ex¬ 
tradition. hid $1.6 million of his 
funds in the disgraced bank. 
Coincidentally or not. the bank 
consequently offered Olmert a 
$50,000 loan of which not a 
penny was ever repaid. 



Prime Minister Sharif 
5ta|dBenSbakchas do 
dded to form a commte- 
teecomprfced of fete' 
*omim>nlearticH»s Carp. 
CtCO,- General Sup¬ 
plied. Dept.;,;? Audit Bu¬ 
reau’ and Ministry of 
Trade amflodustry rep¬ 
resentatives to study the 
issue of the JO i mill Ion 
Amman > telephone - di¬ 
rectory, which was re¬ 
jected by the TCC be¬ 
cause of technical flaws. 

■ The Industrial sector 

bos generated JO 240 
million in com¬ 

pared to JO 218 million - 
In 1991, an increase.,of. 
about 10 percent. Pro¬ 
jects registered at the 
Ministry- oT Trade and 

Industry. 1351 S’** 1, " 

creased’to 1019 with a 
combined. total - capital 
of JD 227 t million com¬ 
pared lo 8X9 projects 
with a combined total 
capital of JD 103 roUtion 
In 199 L 

K A Royal'Decree was 

issued approving diplo¬ 
matic exchange between 
Jordan and Uthmmia. 
Jordan's Moscow. am¬ 
bassador ’ Dr. Khaldoon 
AI Thaher wflf scrve as 
non resident envoy in 
Vilnius, _ ’ 

■ The government has' 
officially informed the 
IMF that it Is unable to 
approve the Sales Tax 
law mtfre obscure of the 
Lower Honse of Parlia¬ 
ment.. The tax was 
among other recommen¬ 
dations proposed by 
IMF, which included in¬ 
creasing the price of 
utilities, oil and other 
fuels. 

M The Iraqi government 
wOl consider giving Jor¬ 
dan certain quantities of 
Iraqi oil to compensate 
for tosses incurred by 
die private and public 
sector as result of Bagh¬ 
dad's, decision to cancel 
the ID 25 bank note. 

■ PLO chairman Mr 
Yasser Arafat has decid¬ 
ed to appoint former 
PLO envoy to Moscow 
Mr Nabfl Amro as his 
political advisor and as 
a member of toe higher 
steering committee of 
the peace talks. 


Dana: A garden of rocks in the 


Continued from page one 


The rock garden is a museum 
of infinite forms — amorphous 
designs — engineered by the 
eternal forces of nature. It is 
there when one is well handed 
an ultimate proof to his being 
an inferior intrusion into a 
flawless nature. Millions of 
years of pre-our times had 
passed before these ancient 
winds of lime played there 
tools of change on every tiny 
spec of matter. 

One week later, back in ihe 
bustle of Amman. I had to meet 
Dana's protector, Mr Anees Al 
Mouasher, president of the 
RSCN. His eyes flickered at 
my mentioning my own Dana 
experience’. 

Tve been camping there 
since 1953," said Mr Mouash¬ 
er. He said he felt home there 
more than he did anywhere 
else. The Dana reserve, he add¬ 
ed, is the society's sixth project 
in Jordan. The society is work¬ 
ing on an integrated project to 
invigorate rural presence in the 


area. "We’re trying to preserve/ 
not only nature, but the domes¬ 
tic cultures that are present 
there," he said. 

He said that the conservation 
society is trying to raise aware¬ 
ness among the area's inhabi¬ 
tants on how they and their sa- 
rounding nature share a 
common destiny. "If these peo¬ 
ple realize that connection, 
they'll be the most concerned 
about nature,” Mr Mouasher 
said. . ' ’ 

He added that the aim of die 
society is to promote tourism in 
that area as a source of income: 
to the local population- "But not. 


in an intrusive way." • : - 
He said that an international 
fund for environment conserva¬ 
tion has approved a $3 million- 
grant to be awarded, to the pro¬ 
jects- in ttot Dana reserve, 
"We’re. working cin the Dana 
village which would invoke ihe 
area's traditional past," hdsaitL 
Light industries and handicrafts 
are being reintroduced and en¬ 
couraged to develop: The. locals 
will be trained to produce seotth-: 
precious stones that can be used 
in malting traditional jewelry 
sold to tourists without .barming 
the environment" The: village 
would be .lit. wift /kerosine 
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The Municipality of Greater Amman 
announcing that Saturday inay 15,1993 
10 o'clock the last date for submitting of 
prequalifications for supply of consultan¬ 
cy services for the construction pf munic- 
ipal solid waste recycling and compost- . 
ing plant which, -was previously 
announced in Jordanian news papers. 

After this date a Especial, committee 
formed by the municipality will study the 
offers, and if necessarily negotiate With 
tenders. v\- 


lamps, and its alleys would re¬ 
semble those of many decades 
aRQ..:"We serve the visitor a 
spectacle of a cbmplete tradi- 
--tional lifestyle. rv '... .. .. \ 

He said. toat the society is 
studying: another tourism -pro- 

a whereby huts would be 
on^eTnountain overlook- 
- ing thevireserve, Such projects 
"would include - provisions for 
trainfogdotial people to ran the 
^facilities' vThe locals would 
- serve their freshly prepared trar -. 
cfitionalTbods to the visitors — 

. traditional home-baked bread, 
homemade cheetos . and other 
local exotic foods. He added 
■■■.that locals have been encour- 
’ aged produce honey from 
. wild flowers, which thc area 
, was once famcms fcHr:-^ : _ 

- The Noor Al Hussein Fourt. r 
Tdanoitrin c oo per ati on with wel-' . 

. . various minis.-.: 

i- Iries* and others -have • joined;-I 
■ .forces to_‘do part of the job;;. : 

"The Ministry Tof Public Works' 

;: has paved the-roads and the .1 
. Ministry of Water and Electrici- 
: ty has connected the area to the ’ 

- country's national grid, 1 ’ said - 
Mr Mouasher. He added ti# - ■ 
.‘ the Ministry of Agricultaris is 
-helping the society to r^tabHt^ ^ 
toe- region's- high feitfle 
grounds and. is repairing .mint-: 

- gation network.so that farmers 
- can grow off-season .produce. . 

. "WeYe . confident that success j ■ 
; of the Dana 'project shall lead to 
other ; eayironment fiiendty . 

, _tqunstto dfeveJopments^ Viilag-, r. 
to. like. BtiScira and Qadisia..are 
ancient and van be resucrected 
, .to .servq : a 'dean ’tourist intJaS' . 7 
.- tty." M - ;,f., 
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Italian archaeologist 
deciphers the stone map 
of Jabal Amud 


® Probably the most emotional event surrounding the re¬ 
turn of 30 Palestinian deportees is that of the 80-year-old 
Jerusalem mayor (under Jordanian rule) Mr Ruhi AI Kha- 
tib. Ailing, but showing stamina worthy of admiration, Mr 
Khatib declared that be still considers himself mayor of the 
Holy City. He was deported by the Israelis in 1968 and un¬ 
til his return two weeks ago, he lived in a quiet area of Ja- 
bal Luweibdeh from where be operated a small study center 
on Jerusalem. Now he lives at his brother's home in the 
East Jerusalem suburb of Wadi El Joz. "For the past 25 
years I've waited for this day minute by minute," he told re¬ 
porters before crossing the bridge from Jordan. "I am re¬ 
turning to Jerusalem and still consider myself its mayor, be¬ 
cause the United Nations does not recognize Israel's 
annexation of the city," Khatib said. 

Until the 1967 occupation of the city, Khatib was serving 
his third term as elected mayor. Now he will have to live 
with his brother because he lost his house in the walled 
city. 

The Palestinian leadership may have plans for Khatib. 
There is talk that he might be nominated as head of the East 
Jerusalem municipality under the autonomy plans. But the 
Israelis will resist such moves because they refuse to in¬ 
clude Jerusalem in any autonomy talks. 

V So the government reshuffle did not take place last 
week as we thought. But the government is leaving before 
the end of May, or so we are told. Meanwhile, the guessing 
game continues and we stand by our guesses of last week 
although we are reminded by some, our readers, that only 
God and His Majesty know who will form the next govern¬ 
ment. Keep guessing! 

0 Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Said Nabilsi would probably tell hundreds of heart-broken 

speculators "I hate to tell you, but I told ^__ 

you so!" Iraq's decision last week to 

halt all dealings in the now defunct % 

ID25 Swiss vintage notes has cost #‘,^4 

many Jordanian, and Gulf, speculators 

fortunes worth tens of millions of dol- 

Jars. Attempts by Governor Nabilsi 

with the Iraqi authorities to make ex- 

ceptions for Jordanian holders of the T W 

currency were unsuccessful. Iraq closed 

its borders and gave its citizens six y dbiM 

days to exchange the note. 

This was not the first time that Jorda¬ 
nians suffered great losses speculating against the Iraqi di¬ 
nar. Many times the governor would make press statements 
warning people of the dangers in their dealings with such 
an unstable currency. But in spite of his warnings many 
Jordanians sold their gold and borrowed heavily to buy Ira¬ 
qi dinars hoping that political circumstances would change 
in Iraq lifting the currency to more realistic levels. Instead 
of making fortunes overnight, most speculators lost their 
life savings as a result of the debacle. How much have Jor¬ 
danians lost is not very clear since most dealings were not 
done in the parallel market. But initial estimates put the fig¬ 
ure at more than $100 million. 

Although the CBJ and the government are not obugedto 
protect or compensate speculators, critics say the CBJ 
should have been more vigilant and should have known 
about the Iraqi decision before it happened. Ad Dustour 
newspaper reported Monday that Iraqi tradeis durepwl mil¬ 
lions of Iraqi dinars into the market and bought US dollars 
in exchange. The paper quoting AFP press agency said 
these traders must have anticipated their governments deci¬ 
sion and acted accordingly and swiftly. If this turns out to 

be true, then our losses would double. ^ _ . 

But risk-takers will never leam. Now thai the Swiss ver¬ 
sion is no longer legal tender, speculators are switching to 
the so-called photocopied notes, whose rate of exchange 
suddenly shot up during last week. That will not please the 
governor at all. 


By Pam Dougherty 

Special io The Star 

JORDAN'S SOUTHERN 
dcsen has given up a secret it 
had held for thousands of years 
with the location and identifica¬ 
tion of the Topographical Stone 
of Jabal Amud. 

In a fascinating lecture at the 
Royal Cultural Center on Satur¬ 
day night. Italian archaeologist 
Edoardo Borzatii von Lowen- 
stem revealed how he found the 
five square metre stone in 1978 

Oil tankers on the Amman-Baghdad highway near the Iraqi border crossing at Tribeil while carrying out a systematic 
waiting to cross after Iraq lifted its six-day border closure on Monday night The closure exploration of the arm between 
was imposed to prevent the smuggling of cancelled Iraqi bank notes. Jordan imports “Th* 6 stone "was 

more than 70 percent of its oil needs from Iraq. . 

General secretary of Jordan Democratic Progressive Party 

'We will run for 
elections under any law' 


Editor's note: The Jordan 
Democratic Progressive Par¬ 
ty was formed in July 1992 as 
a result of the merger of 
three parties; the Jordan 
Democratic Party, the Work¬ 
ers' Communist party and 
the Jordan Progressive Party. 
It was licensed in January 
this year. According to the 
party's General Secretary Mr 
Ali Axner, the party repre¬ 
sents poor popular forces and 
it supports democracy and 
pluralism. In this interview, 
Mr Amer talks to The Star's 
JRaed AI Abed about the par¬ 
ty's views on local politics, 
the economy, the peace pro¬ 
cess and the coming elections. 

How do you see the fhtnre of 
democracy and political plu¬ 
ralism in Jordan?. Where do 
you fit?-- 

The general.trend iS;to .deepen** 
the democratic choice, but this 
is not the result of the virion of 
a certain political movement 
but various political forces in 
Jordan. There is a conviction 
that the interest of the country 
depends on cementing national 
unity and that by itself requires 
the strengthening of the demo¬ 
cratic choice. Democracy is 
based on pluralism and we as a 
party are convinced of plural¬ 
ism and seek to cement it by 
providing for legal and consti¬ 
tutional guarantees that pre¬ 
vents any political party that 
reaches power from threatening 
democracy and pluralism. 

We call on all political trends 
in Jordan to respect the right of 
others to exist and leave the fi¬ 
nal say to our people, whose 
majority are in favor of democ¬ 
racy. Currently there is no risk 
that democracy will be aban¬ 
doned now or in the near fu¬ 
ture. But we have to remember 
that the democratic process in 
Jordan does not suit the inter¬ 
ests of certain foreign powers, 
which may have internal exten¬ 
sions. The only way we can 


stand up to these threats is if all 
our people revolve around the 
democratic choice. 

You have called for a "decen¬ 
tralization". What does that 
mean? 

This expression came about as 
a result of what our party calls 
for, which is to reform and re¬ 
new former party structures. 
The leftists were guided by 
democratic centralism but 
through the implementation of 
decentralization we abandoned 
strict dogma that was defended 
by apologists. In our party we 
think that before strengthening 
democracy, it is imperative that 
we first strengthen it inside the 
parly. Our vision for the party 
and its role stipulates that its 
popular masses should partici¬ 
pate in the decision-making 
process of the party so as to- 
come out with a democratically 
drawn out party manifesto. 

What are your party's views 
on the economy and what are 
your policies? 

Past economic policies have 
contributed to the current eco¬ 
nomic crisis.... The climax of 
this crisis was reached with the 
April Uprising {1989} when 
our people expressed their re¬ 
jection of the economic policy 
that served the productive in¬ 
frastructure of the national 
economy. We are part of the 
Third Worid where develop¬ 
ment is a fundamental issue. 
Development cannot be at¬ 
tained through strong attach¬ 
ment to international capital 
where the relationship is based 
on total dependence and the 
disfigurement of the national 
economy. 

Unfortunately, the democratiza¬ 
tion of Jordan was not reflected 
on the economic infrastructure 
so that our national economy 
can contribute to readjusting 
the disparities. Our party sees 
that the realization of genuine 
development requires a review 



Ali Amer 


of the conditions to which we 
are committed in an economic 
adjustment plan. We do not call 
for abrogating all ties with cap 


italist countries because this is 
something that does take place 
overnight, but on the other hand 
we do not believe that we 
should follow the IMFs dic¬ 
tates to the letter. 

We call for a convening of a 
national economic conference 
where official and popular eco¬ 
nomic forces can participate in 
to come out with a comprehen¬ 
sive plan that will allow us to 
negotiate better terms and re¬ 
store our economic balance. 

Let me also say that implement¬ 
ing a temporary sales tax law 
does not serve the purpose of 
developing our national econo¬ 
my nor does it help in alleviat- * 
ing die acute crisis or peoples' 
suffering, in fact it will exacer 

Continued on page 4 


wedged in a cavi¬ 
ty between boul¬ 
ders and only the 
people of the area i 
knew of its exis¬ 
tence. 

In an earlier ex¬ 
ploration Prof. 

Borzatii had 
found thousands 
of rock paintings 
and carvings but 
the Jabal Amud 
stone with its . t 
complex pattern » 

of round holes ! * * 
and channels was y 
something unique i ‘ ^ 
and at first a com- < ^ 
plete mystery. f 

Only when he ( V 
traced' its mark- ' 
ings onto paper 
did it begin to 
make sense as he ’ 
realized it resem¬ 
bled the geo¬ 
graphic structure 
of the area with 
the lines following the routes 
of the wadis. Armed with his 
new "map" Prof. Borzatii was 
able to use it to identify the 
holes which turned out to be 
markers for around 150 villag¬ 
es and settlements of the Cal- 
colithic age (4.500-3,000 BC). 

The last challenge was to un¬ 
derstand the purpose of this de¬ 
tailed and accurate map which 
he now believes was used by 
the Bedouin of the area to 
record payments from the set¬ 
tled population in return for 
protection against raiding. 

Prof. Borzatti has subse¬ 
quently found a second map in 
Jabal Muddawara, an impor¬ 
tant transit point and resting 
place on an ancient caravan 
route. 

For the audience at Satur¬ 
day’s lecture one thought was 
unavoidable — if such a map 
could exist unknown for centu¬ 
ries, what else is still to be 
found in Jordan’s supposedly 




empty desert and how can such 
treasures he protected trom the 
ravages of modem develop¬ 
ment. 

Archaco club d'luilia, Italy’s 
leading archaeological society, 
is already providing 5100.000 
for the establishment of a mu¬ 
seum in Disi. which has served 
as Prof. Borzaui's base in south¬ 
ern Jordan but he. and all those 
involved in the work would like 
to see the area declared a na¬ 
tional park that would serve as 
both a conservation area and a 
unique tourist attraction. 

Prof. Borzatti joins another 
noted Italian archaeologist. Fa¬ 
ther Michele Picciriilo in work¬ 
ing for the preservation of the 
areas in Jordan to which they 
have devoted much of their 
working lives, one in southern 
Jordan, the other at Mi Nebo. It 
is to be hoped that they will not 
be alone in showing such con¬ 
cern for Jordan's heritage. ■ 
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HOTEL 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 



The Best 
In Indian Cuisine. 


We're taking care of 
business by taking 
care of you 


«- Crossing the street near 
Abdali bus terminal at mid¬ 
day Is like playing Russian 
Roulette. One never knows 
when cars, busses and people 
will make the wrong move 
and create a carnage. In addi¬ 
tion to tens of taxfcandbuses 
leaving to and coming iron 1 
the northern provinces, the 
terminal is used by 
to Syria, Iraq and the West 

Bank. Nearby there is the 

Municipality Police Station, 
office buildings of all types 
and sorts, restaurants, garag¬ 
es and shuttle service care to 
downtown and thesu^urbs- 
And not a single crossing^ 
bridge or tunnel For pedestri¬ 
ans. Drivers maneuver to 
avoid hitting whole families 
crossing from side eXwt 
street to the other. The area 
urgently needs organcab<m 
and the cost of not doing so is 




Open For Lunch & Dinner. 

At Last. Your Wishes Come True. 

In Addition To Our Exotic. Delicious Indian Cuisine. 
Associated With guj^eaiir. 

There Will Be A Raffle Draw In Bukhara, 

The 1st Prize Will Be 
A Return Ticket To Bombay, India, 

Offered By For 2 Persons. 

2ND PRIZE IS A ONE YEAR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP PASS IN OUR POOL. 

3rd Prize Will Take The Winner Through A Weekend 
Trip Of Relaxation & Luxury At The Hotel 
Inter-Continental Jordan 
(Accomodation for One Njght Onl\ ) 

Come Join Us 

For an Unforgettable Experience. 

1/1. 


USAir begins with you 

For reservations & information, call your travel agent or USAir at 694-801 
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Berouti's work a no 

to the eye 


Tourism less Jerusalem is jerking around! 

■ An Israeli study found that Israel's tourism industry 
would not suffer kiss of market share to a possible com¬ 
peting West-Bank-based counter industry. "Or not for 
foe time being at least," the study indicated. The study, 
by an Israeli researcher, maintained that results were 
pr esum ed on the situation where Jerusalem would remain 
foe united capital of Israel. The study, reported In Al 
Quds newspaper, suggested that tourism in the Occupied 
Territories would marginally be enhanced and would not 

sign ificantly to foe job market. According to foe pro¬ 
fessor's unless East Jerusalem is included in the 

Palestinian autonomy, realizing tourism revenues in foe 
West Bank will not add to significant gains. The report in¬ 
dicated that West Bank received some 600,000 visitors be¬ 
fore foe 1967 war generating 30 percent of foe export ac¬ 
count, or JD 30 million. Since then, tourism had seen a 
gradual drop In activities and during the Intifada, tourism 
industry o»nw to a standstill— Jerusalem's east section 
suffering substantially as well. The report said that the 
eighties brought in little more than 60,000 tourists while 
1981 alone brought in 135,000 visitors. It was reported 
that 29 hotels were open in the Occupied Territories in 
1970 while in 1991 four hotels have remained open — bed 
capacity dropped from 880 to 360 beds. 

As for Gaza, foe situation is worse because of lack of in¬ 
frastructure and human resources. However, Gazan 
handicrafts promise to get some tourism money, since Ga¬ 
zan society today supports 46 traditional workshops. 

Jerusalem wholesomeless! 

■ According to statistics released by the Jerusalem Insti¬ 
tute for Israel Studies, 1991 has seen more than 5300 Jew¬ 
ish residents leave Jerusalem to live elsewhere in Israel 
than vice versa. Figures for the Arab population were in¬ 
complete because an official survey has not been conduct¬ 
ed in eastern Jerusalem for some time. Yet this negative 
migration for foe year 1991 is not new. It marks a trend 
that has continued since 1980. Most who choose to leave 
do so because of difficulties finding works and affordable 
housing. Jerusalem has some 544,500 residents, or 10.8 
percent of Israel's population. Where some 392300 are 
Jewish, and 151,300 are non-Jewish. 

For the record! 

■ Statistical information available in Jordan indicates 
that illiteracy among women above 15 years of age has 
dropped from 53.2 percent In 15172 to 28 percent in 1990. 
This means an annual rate of 3.5 percent drop in illitera¬ 
cy in last 18 years. Today, the numbers of women flocking 
for education are much higher. Women have demonstrat¬ 
ed a heightened interest in education than did males In 
Jordan — for each 100 male-student population 79 fe¬ 
males have joined schools in the primary stage. While the 
number of female students jumped to 94 percent in 1990. 
Women in secondary education in1990 comprised 89 per¬ 
cent of students. Notably, the working age — 15 to 64 
years — has increased from 369,000 In 1972 to 846,000 in 
1990. While their increased participation in the job mar¬ 
ket by women indicates that their number has jumped 
from 25,000 in 1972 to 790,000 in 1990 — 7.1 percent of 
labor force. 

■ Jordan's exports in October last year reached JD 51.5 
million while imports for the same month have reached 
JD 179.7 million. The trade deficit registered in that 
month was JD 128.7 million. Exports to the Arab Com¬ 
mon Market were JD 53 million while imports from the 
Arab trading bloc were JD 32.6 million. Exports to the 
rest of the Arab nation has reached JD 9.1 million and ex¬ 
ports from it was JD 8.9 million. Jordanian exports to foe 
European Community in the same month registered JD 
12 million and imports were JD 533 million. 


Adrian El Sherif 
Special to The Star 

ART LOVERS in Amman and 
those who follow up art exhibi¬ 
tions, are not very accustomed 
to seeing exhibitions on the 
walls of a restaurant. The idea 
of moving between the tables 
and going around seeing and 
scrutinizing the paintings, still 
seems more an embarrassment, 
then a new found spirit and mo¬ 
bility. 

Recently Ghassan Mafadleh 
the Jordanian artist experiment¬ 
ed with the idea in a popular 
down-town restaurant where 
the general public there is not 
very experienced with such art 
events. 

Currently. Randa Berouti is 
exhibiting her water colours at 
the Italian restaurant "Rome¬ 
ro." While those who frequent 
Romero are more experienced 
in art, they are still unaccus¬ 
tomed to the idea of the move¬ 
ment and mobility. Although, 
the cosy atmosphere there 
could be seen as similar to our 
homes, where we enjoy taking 
our guests around, showing the 
art pieces and paintings which 
»e have acquired. 

The idea of exhibitions in a 
restaurant, while still relatively 
new in Amman, couid become 
a stimulating cultural tradition, 
with the discussion of ait and 
the artist over a meal. Integrat¬ 
ing one ritual with the other. 
Making ait part of our daily 
lives. 

Randa Berouti's paintings 
capture the eyes once they fall 
upon them. They are works 
done with the grip of a profes¬ 
sional brush. The transparency 
of colours emulate a poetic at¬ 
mosphere. 

They are paintings of the cit¬ 
ies. Amman, Beirut and villag¬ 
es we would like to spend out 
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leisure time in. The artist draws 
through the window that ena¬ 
bles us to perceive her aesthetic 
world and senses. 

She has the ability with her 
choice of visual compositions 
to move our inner perceptions 
and insights, like in her choice 
of still-lives. Randa has graphic 
lines that move smoothly like 
music, as if she paints carried 
by the feeling created by the 
scene, responding to the pull 
and pleasure that the aesthetic 
atmosphere created in her. 
Thereby, reflecting the outer 
beauty within our inner selves, 
making the painting in com¬ 
plete harmony in visual struc¬ 
ture and inner content, that is, 
foe structural and emotional. 
For example, in her painting of 
trees one can almost hear foe 
rustle of the leaves as they 
move within foe breeze, reveal¬ 
ing foe artist's deftness in deal¬ 
ing with aesthetics. 

The paintings are in water¬ 
colour, technically a difficult 
medium for artists since its 
transparency does not allow for 
any correction or cover up. 


saw 


with each minute brush taking 
its final position within the 
whole. It is only an artist with 
mastery that approaches this 
medium. In this case, it is a del¬ 
icate weave of interlacing 
transparent colours that Randa 
weaves on her paper loom. 

Her works are an extension 
of the Lebanese school of water 
colourists. Onsi and Farroukh, 
and the following generation of 
Kaddoura, Ajrama and Al Ba- 
cha. 

The artist Randa Berouti 
does not remain with nature 
and reali ty but extends her dex¬ 
trous ability into abstractions, 
where she expresses movement 


and poetry. Where we still find 
her individual colour and style 
in a medium that not is often 
used in that domain. 

Added to that, there are the 
paintings where she merges ab¬ 
straction with reality. In all her 
varried subjects arid ventures, 
the necessary elements axe ever 
found to mice each individual 
painting an artistic success al¬ 
ways owning solid visual com¬ 
positions. 

The artist has studied graphic 
design and has foe skill of a 
professional brush that is daring 
and unhesitaht. Her works are a 
nourishment to foe eye and 
soui.H 


Ali Amer 

We will ran for elections 
under any law' 


Continued from page 3 
bate their suffering. 

If your parly takes over how 
will it deal with big business? 
Will you consider nationaliza¬ 
tion? 

Not at the moment. We are for 
the nationalization of all major 
industries in the national econo¬ 
my which means that they will 
be administered by foe state. 
Others can have a cooperative 
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Summer Nights |J 

At The Marriott * 

As of this and every coming Thursday, ^ 

shop for dinner while sealed at AlMansaf Mo where ^5 

we created a stylish Seafood MadceL Choose die fish ^ 

of your liking (flown in fresh daily from Bahrain) ^ 

and it will be grilled to your taste. V 

Priced to aiit your appetite, per kik) (salad bar, soup and cfesert iaduded)- ^ 

5*5 

Marriott C 

garden ^ 

Enjoy a casual evening out at the Marriott Garden: Arabic sealing, *£ 

hubble-bubble, mezzah, fresh bread and much more ^ 

Bring the whole crowd ^ 

If you're in for some partying, The Survivors Band ^ 

and the new Belly Dancer at Al Bababa Nightclub ^ 

entertain you with the latest Arabic music hits till the early hours. i? 

AMMAN ^ 

[jjkggggg.Harriott *xx*&x** 


nature especially in agriculture. 
Currently there is room for 
three kinds of economies: Free 
market, cooperative and public 
sector. We want to develop the 
public sector and develop the 
state’s role in overseeing exter¬ 
nal trade, but we also want to 
avoid the negative elements 
that affected the public sector. 
We want democratic participa¬ 
tion, popular participation by 
the workers in managing their 
institutions — this will back the 
public sector. 

, And unemployment? 

By redirecting the Jordanian 
economy we will be creating 
many job opportunities in many 
sectors: agriculture, tourism, in¬ 
dustry and services. Dealing 
with unemployment is the 
state's responsibility, the state 
must solve this problem by 
i planning and by reviewing the 
education system so that educa¬ 
tion is linked to production. 

How does your party view the 
peace process? 

Israel has won two world wars 
in the last three years alone. 
The First is the Cold War and 
the fall of the Socialist camp, 
and the second is foe Gulf War 
and the destruction of Iraq's 
military potential and foe disar¬ 
ray of the Arabs. In the wake of 
the New World Order, we un¬ 
derstood Jordan's decision to 
join the peace talks and the 
same goes for the PLO. There¬ 
fore we see Jordan's participa¬ 
tion along with that of the PLO 
and other Arab countries as a 
national responsibility, but it 
should coincide with an attempt 
to restore Arab solidarity as 
well as backing the Intifada. Ic 
goes without saying that we 
must be committed to the resto¬ 
ration of national and legitimate 
rights and we should distin¬ 
guish between joining the talks 
and accepting solutions that do 
not meet the toll national rights. 

And foe New World Order, 
how does your party explain 
It? 

The international situation is 
not yet settled. There are many 
possibilities. The fall of the So¬ 
viet Union and the countries of 
Eastern Europe was the result 1 
of the domination by a single ' 
party, single thought and the 
absence of democracy. Thisr led 
to suppression and finally to 
■ revolution. But all of this does 
not mean the fall of foe noble 
principles of liberation forces. 


The New World Order puts foe 
Untied States as foe world's 
leader. But this will not last for 
long in spite of recent Ameri¬ 
can victories like in the Gulf 
War. The final shape of this or¬ 
der has not been completed yet. 
We still have the economic 
struggle among various eco¬ 
nomic blocs: a united Europe, 
the US, Japan, South East Asia. 
This struggle will become more 
fierce as we go along. ' 

And where does foe cam¬ 
paign against Islamic mflitnn - 
cy fall in all fob? 

The West is only concerned 
with safeguarding its own inter¬ 
ests. Therefore nothing else 
matters including political Is¬ 
lam. When religious forces take 
a position that is in contradic¬ 
tion with imperialism, then 
they become a target and when 
they comply and serve foe in¬ 
terests of foe imperialists then 
they receive their support. In 
that sense foe imperialist pow¬ 
ers are always trying to find ex¬ 
cuses to confront all liberation 
movements. As they are attack¬ 
ing fundamentalist movements, 
they are also giving support 
and backing to certain funda¬ 
mentalist movements. 


How will you Bare up in the 
coming elections? 

We think there is a need to 
forge a new election law be¬ 
cause foe current law does not 
keep up with the democratic 
process. Amending the election 
law means changing the age of 
eligible voters from 19 to 18 
and opening up official media 
to candidates to explain their 
platform and increasing the 
number of seats at the Lower 
House and making foe whole 
country one electoral constitu¬ 
ency and introducing propor¬ 
tional representation. 

In all cases we will contest the 
next elections under any law. 
We seek to strengthen foe dem¬ 
ocratic, progressive, liberal and 
nationalistic forces. Arid we 
seek through current dialogues 
to formulate foe widest national 
front in the countty foal seeks 
to build the foundations of a 
civil society. We hope the elec¬ 
tion campaign will be held on 
the bases of common respect, 
and democratic competition. 

What makes your party so 
special, or so different from 
other parties? 

Renewal, democracy and politi¬ 
cal realism. ■ 


PLO under pressure 
to quit the talks 


Continued from page one 

United Palestine Appeal, criti¬ 
cized the proposal, indicating 
that anything short of complete 
self-rule would be unacceptable 
to the Palestinians. "A police 
force and Arab mayors won't 
cut it," he said, adding that au¬ 
thority over municipal affairs 
would not solve pressing prob¬ 
lems such as building licenses, 
land, and foe right to return. 

By failing to devise an ap¬ 
pealing plan for Palestinian self 
rule, the Israelis are playing 
into foe hands of Islamic extre¬ 
mists who are eager to see the 
negotiations backfire. 

Hamas support in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories is flourishing 
— largely at the expense of foe 
PLO. And pressure to walk out 
on foe peace talks is mounting. 
Islamic and leftist hardliners in 
Palestinian ranks have intensi¬ 
fied their campaign rfemawiing 
an immediate withdrawal from 
the negotiations. 


PLO Executive Committee 
member, Tayseer Khalid, said 
in a statement that the Israeli 
proposal clearly rejects interna¬ 
tional resolutions, especially 
242 as a basis of foe negotia¬ 
tions and reveals "hidden Israeli 
intentions to annex foe Occu¬ 
pied- Territories." Mr Khalid, 
also a poOtburo member of the 
DFLP, called for Palestinian 
withdrawal from the peace pro¬ 
cess. . 

Despite the escalating pres¬ 
sure to pull out, Palestinian of¬ 
ficials in-Amman say the nego¬ 
tiations . will .' continue. 
According to a statement issued . 
by Chairman Arafat in Tunis, ' 
foe reduction in Palestinian del- . 
egates is "in protest of unful¬ 
filled US promises." 

However, foe gesture ought 
also be a cautious move to ap¬ 
pease the rejectionist factions, 
without- - actually abandoning ; 
foe talks. ■ 



f Mr Ibrahim Swiss, the (bett yj**"®* 
representative of foe PLO m Paris* J 
SS?a French citinm. He g j 

France since 1968, a^ beca^^ PLO ^ 
envoy hi 1978. Despite foe fact ttat 
French Foreign Affairs. Mraisoy did not 
find any contradiction between tbe envoy -1 
status of Mr Souss and his new cfo^n, 
ship, the Justice Ministry thought ... 

wise. French legality overrides political Sooss 
expediency in this case. It is m* » d*»£ - . . . - 

cult to predict what Mr Souss will now do. ^ 
vrifo hS since he is musician Ser 

added to that he is manned to the sister of VLp 
Arafat's young wife. _ 

■The resignation of the Israeli Mro»rer «>&.•■* 
of foe Interior from foe Rabin govern- : 

foe fragility j 




mem. has highlighted .agate-.foe fragility 2 
of the coalition ttf tiegotiaticos in a.gov- 
eminent supposed to be stable enough to 

- negotiate long leriti plans for. a rasnng ;. 

- peace in the region- The concerned min¬ 

ister, from the Shar party is currently un¬ 
der investigation—tor fraud, and it is . 1 (_« 
thought that he used foe anti-religious ~ ~ 

statements made by the left wing Educa-.; 

tion Minister as a pretext for his resigna- .. . • 
lion in order to strengthen his own position. Will Mr Rabin 
sacrifice a'fraudulent minister supported by a religious party 
and opt instead for foe support of foe Arab political parties, or 
wilt foe dictum of Hood being thicker than water,, carry foe 
day* However, foe saga will rage on for another week, foe 
time given for Shuhmit Atom and Mr Deri to settle their dif¬ 
ferences. "'J.' 

■Amidst foe speeches of brimstone and' 
fire made by the Iranian Parliamentary. • 
speaker, regarding the meting and sup¬ 
port of foie rising Islamictrends in Afri¬ 
ca, President Hosoi Mubarak left bn a 
tour for the Gulf states^highest on. his: 
agenda, discussions regarding the future : 
co-operation between Egypt and foe Guff 
states to stem foe tide of Islamic fanati¬ 
cism. It is rather surprising to discover Muhnrak 
that relations between foe rich Arab ITIUvafU * 
states and their less fortunate brothers cap : - 

be based upon mutual concerns devoid Of foe monetary, do¬ 
nor-recipient cash nexus. The nature of: cooperation required 
from foe Gulf states is stiU unclear, however, in foe gooclokl 
nature of Arab politics, one can assume that money is still on 
foe agenda, and it is hoped that the Gulf states will use their 
influence among foe more traditionally minded religious 
groups 16 counteract the influence.of foe Islamic Jamaar. 
Bribery rules O.K.! ... . 

The nnclarified issue in this mess, is the rote of Tehran in 
financing and training radical Islamic fighters to reek havoc 
in the Arab world and the west. Iran does need to attract back 
the alienated western powers, and to think that this could be 
achieved by belligerent methods, then either the Iranian lead¬ 
ers, or experts on the region, must be suffering from infantile 
disorders. If one mullah indulges in rhetorical flourish, it is 
merely the soul searching words of a preacher, rather foan an 
indication of divisions within the Iranian leadership. The 
days of moderate (good) mullah, and radical (bad) mullah are 
gone with the despised Reagen-Thatcher axis of hegemony. 
Iran knows what it needs, and thatris to attract back western 
finance, and will do all possible.not to'cause more alienation. 
The real source of terrorism in Islamic guise is foe phenome¬ 
non known as the "Afghans," those fighters who fought the 
Soviet Army in Afghanistan, won foe war and lost their role. 
The CIA probably knows how ; to return- the prodigal sons 
back to the fold, for yesterday's heroes have become today's 
villains. 

■After the uneventful visit (to foe rest .of the world, that is) 
of Mr Bush to kuwait, the Emirate in question is determined 
to highlight its much apparent existential crisis, by announc¬ 
ing foai it had uncovered an Iraqi sponsored plot to assassi¬ 
nate Mr Bush.The serious minded American officials have 
sent a team to Kuwait to investigate the case, only in the 
manner of an adult trying to humour a child. One would have 
thought that the Kuwaitis must have realized by now that 
they do not heed to impress foe Americans continuously for 
they will get, on titeir bolder with Iraq, foe custom made de¬ 
signer labelled large walL • 

Sharif Zaid's government 
staying until June 


Continued from page one 

of technocrats whose policies 
will not vary much from'that 
of the present one, observers 
believe. 

The next government will 
have the difficult task of pre¬ 
paring for Jordan's firstnml- 
ti-party elections since the 
1950s. WhBe.it is still too ear¬ 
ly to predict, sources say the 
government is studying the 
possibility of amending the 
Elections Law,especially arti¬ 
cle 18 which contradicts with 
the Political PartiesLaw. ,, 

While most political parties 
are in favor of amending the 
law, the. largest Lower. House 
bloc, the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood, has through Lower 
House Speaker Dr Abdel Lat- 
If Arabyyat, objected to any 
attempt by the government to: 


Gold ix Si 


change the law without refer- 
ring to Parliament 
; It is; worth noting that the 
present law was amnieoded 

el^tioi^ or i989 through a 
temporary law; , which later 
approved by the elected depa- 
1 ties. _ .! 

Observers say that the role 
of political parties In the next 
elections is greatly exaggerate 
. edL They expect few party ac- 
ttvfcrtS -io vrin .Lower House 
.seats aadsay the determining 
factors will continue toberr- 
Hgloas and tribal affiliations. 

They add that although 17 
{writer have been licensed so 
far, mart parties' have fewer 
than £00 members each with 

^Xfie^jSSuSc Action Front: 
has to; .-far 4090 ; registered 
members. ■ 
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A wild goose chase 

IT IS too early to ascertain the size of the finaniciaJ blow suffered by many Jordani¬ 
ans who held millions of the now cancelled Iraqi banknotes. But those in the market 
say losses may reach phenomenal levels running into millions of dollars. 

There is no doubt that the debacle will have far reaching consequences for our 
economv. The loss of millions of dinars overnight is a depletion of our national re¬ 
sources/ Money that could have been invested in productive industries, generating 
employment and long term growth, were instead put into a high-risk poker game 
were the mirage of windfall profits was- shattered in the most dramatic way. 

If the risk-takers were few rich adventurers, the painful end would have been taken 
as an exceDtion to the rale. But the fact that thousands of Jordanians from all income 
S 3 i „d ,>•* is boggling -1 dismb-ms.« 

{X , £^ , a’^.'SM3CJ£SSSi-CiU it _ 

It is not enough for the Central Bank to say that it had warned people before from 
the risk inherent in speculation. It is not enough to say that the government canno 
nrotect fools When hundreds of Jordanians sell their land, jewlery, boirow heavily 
from commercial baiS^s^d mortgage their homes, to buy worthless Iraq, dm^ then 
we^hould accept the fact that the CBJ and other concerned departments acted hjiil 

^We h^vif suffered enough in this country from past adminstrative 
We and our children will continue to pay the price of previous misadventores the 
oreat land rush of the seventies and early eighties, failed government projects ti 
rianced with public funds and the collapse of once-solid banking institutions m the 
late eighties — all adding to the endemic problems of foreign debt and poor govern¬ 
ment resources. 

We have been lucky in the past few years because our economy was able to revive 
itself — with little government help— by putting to work private sector resources. 
But we also repeated the mistakes of the past. Another runaway real estate inflation 
has shifted investments into thousands of concrete apartment buildings and bare 
lands in West Amman. For every productive project there were scores of non produc¬ 
tive ones. 

It is nor enough to agree with the IMF and the World Bank on debt rescheduling, 

. new loans and tax restructuring. What we need in this country is a comprehensive 
and realistic development plan drafted by the government and the private sector as 
partners. 

We do not need to lure foreign investments as much as we need Jordanians from all 
walks of life to invest in their country'. 

The bushels of useless Iraqi dinars many Jordanians are holding today represent 
wasted opportunities for real and solid investments in industry, agriculture, tourism, 
services and others. These monies, for many their life savings, would have guaran¬ 
teed the future of thousands of Jordanian children, who will one day graduate from 
schools to join the endless queues of the unemployed. 

The government can’t take the responsibility for compensating those who have lost 
millions in a wild goose chase of easy fortunes, but it must take the blame for not 
providing enough incentives to put their money into secure invstments. ■ 
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Why the Palestima 
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rejected 








By Jenab Tutun ji 
Star Washington Correspondent 

THE PALESTINIANS Mon¬ 
day reduced their delegation to 
the Middle East peace talks in 
Washington to only 3 members 
down from !4 and have sus¬ 
pended participation in the 
three specialized ■ working 
groups that had been estab¬ 
lished. Faisal Husseini, the del¬ 
egate from East Jerusalem, 
packed his bags and flew to 
Tunis in protest against Israel's 
foot dragging. 

In a press statement, the Pal¬ 
estinian delegation to the ninth 
round of Arab-Israeli peace 
talks explained that it was pro¬ 
testing Israel's failure to live up 
to its commitments, particular¬ 
ly in relation to speeding up 
the return of Palestinians who 
had been deponed to Maij .Al 
Zuhour in Lebanon as well as a 
whole list of pledges regarding 
human rights issues which Is¬ 
rael had failed to honor so far. 

It was on the basis of those 
commitments, that the Palestin¬ 
ians agreed to return to the 
peace talks in April. 

The Palestinians did send a 
three man team to a "Palestini¬ 
an track" session with the Is¬ 
raelis on Monday afternoon, 
but boycotted the three Pales- 
tinian-Israeli provisional 
groups on Human rights - , land 
and water resources; and the 
"concept' of an interim self- 
governing authority. What 
used to be plenary sessions 
have for some time been modi¬ 
fied and divided into a "Jorda¬ 
nian track" and a 'Palestinian 
track," so ihai the team attend¬ 
ing the Palestinian track in¬ 
cludes nine Palestinians and 
two Jordanians. The ratios are 
reversed on the Jordanian 
track. 

There are three Jonianian- 
Israeli provisional groups, one 
on land, water, energy, and the 
environment; another on bor¬ 
ders and security; and a third 
on refugees, displaced persons, 
^economy, banking, and tour¬ 
ism. These provisional groups 
are still meeting. 

.The purpose of the reduced 
"Palestinian track" meeting 
with the Israelis on Monday 
was to give a detailed response 
to a "Draft Declaration of Prin¬ 
ciples" put forward by the Is¬ 
raeli delegation on Thursday of 
last week. The Palestinian 
statement described that declar¬ 
ation of principles as "indica¬ 
tive of dangerous reneging" on 
Israeli commitments and said 
that it "constituted a return to 
impractical positions." 

The statement added that 
"The Palestinian side seeks a 
joint declaration of principles 
which can serve as an effective 


framework for (he coming ne¬ 
gotiations. "It insisted that it 
was essential for Israel to make 
progress in fulfilling the com¬ 
mitments which it had made to 


team on the Homan. Rights 
Committee, summed up the 
shortcomings of the Israeli dec? 
Iaration of principles by saying 
"what they gave with the right 



the Palestinians and the United 
States, and which had induced 
the Palestinians to return to the 
peace talks. The statement in¬ 
vited the United States to 
shoulder its responsibilities as 
a "full partner" in the peace 
talks. 

In what could be interpreted 
as a response to the latest ac¬ 
tion by the Palestinians, the 
spokesman of the Israeli dele¬ 
gation, Yossi Got. issued a 
statement saying that "25 (Pal¬ 
estinians who had been deport¬ 
ed to Lebanon) are now being 
permitted to return to the terri¬ 
tories. this, in addition to the 
101 already announced." 

The Israeli statement said 
this was a result of a review of 
the cases of the deported Pales¬ 
tinians bv a committee estab¬ 
lished by the Israeli govem- 


hand, they took back with the 
left." 

Han an Ashrawi. the spokes¬ 
person for the Palestinian dele¬ 
gation, who took part in the 
briefing, said that although Is¬ 
rael had promised to allow 30 
of the deportees of Maij Al Zu¬ 
hour in Lebanon to return with 
their families as a first step, in 
fact their families had been 
given only 96 hours, after 
which they had to apply for per¬ 
mits to stay. 

Aker said that he could not 
reveal the contents of the dec¬ 
laration to die press, but ex¬ 
plained that the purpose of the 
declaration was to sum up the 
Israeli views on the principal is¬ 
sues so that this could provide 
broad lines to guide the negoti¬ 
ations. He said although there 
appeared to be some progress in 


„Palestinians under occupation are incurring loss¬ 
es of $5 million a day as a result of Israel's closing 
off the Occupied Territories; over 100,000 Palestini¬ 
ans who used to work in Israel have lost their source 
of daily income 


ment In a dig' at the 
Palestinians, the statement add¬ 
ed that ""Due to the suspension 
of the Human Rights Group, 
the Israeli delegation has con¬ 
veyed the list of 25 people to 
the United States." 

Whether this move is a har¬ 
binger of further and more sig¬ 
nificant concessions by the Is¬ 
raelis or not, a source close to 
the negotiations told The Star 
"unless we see progress in the 
next couple of days, things 
look bad." 

In a meeting with the press 
last Friday, Mamdouh Aker, a 
senior member of the Palestini¬ 
an delegation and head of their 


the language used by the Israe¬ 
lis, the promise of progress in 
that language quickly dissipat¬ 
ed when the intent was spelled 
out in some detail. 

He added there had been a re¬ 
treat from the positions previ¬ 
ously adopted by Israel on hu¬ 
man rights and the fate of die 
deportees. For instance, in the 
seventh round of peace tails, 
there appeared to be some will¬ 
ingness on the pan of Israel to 
do something about the practice 
of administrative detention, un¬ 
der which Palestinians can be 
held for months on end without 
charges being brought against 
them. 


Nicholas II: 


•-. in the current round, the Pat* . 
estinians had asked for.an end 
to the practice as a tool of gov¬ 
ernment policy. Israel's re¬ 
sponse was that Ate- praetto® 
would continue, but that it was 
- willing to exempt 
pie under the age 
-16 or over the'age of 
; 50. Both' Aker, and 
! Ashrawi . insisted ufr * 
: the need for a compre- • 
hciisive plan to bring ' 
Israeli vrioteiotis '-of' 
■" human rights *» 
end.-, .*■ 
. Aker said Israel bad 
in fact grown-mW* \6 -~-. 
trarisigent over the- • 
question, of isolating 
Jerusalem , from , the 
rest of the West Boot . 
Palestinians •!’. cannot 
enter Jerusalem with¬ 
out a permit from Is-; 
reel. Considering that* 
the important roads. 
joining the northern . 
and southern parts of the West 
Bank, pass through Jerusalems 
and that important; hospitals,. 
.schools and universities and 
other vital instirouons are lo¬ 
cated in Jerusalem, closing it 
off from the rest of the occu* 
pied Palestinian territories 
causes paralysis and significant 
business losses.. . _ 

Ashrawi said *at the Pales¬ 
tinians under otxtqwtron are m-.- 

curring losses of $3 nulbon a 
day as a result of Israel s clos¬ 
ing off the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries-. over 100,000 Palestinians 
who used to work in_Israc» 
have lost their reuite of daily 
income, and the agricultural 
sector is panicuhriy badly JU. 
as it has become extremely dif¬ 
ficult to market produce. 

She said that all of the emer¬ 
gency aid promised by the 
United States and Europe 
would only make up for the 
losses of four days under these 
conditions. She added that no 
outside financial assistance, 
from the West or the Arab 
countries, had been received so 
far. • 

Aker gave examples of what 
he meant by seemingly promis¬ 
ing language in the Israeli 
draft. He said that the Palestini¬ 
ans were anxious to link the in¬ 
terim or transitional phase of 
self-rule with a final peace set¬ 
tlement, whereas the Israelis 
had only wanted to discuss an 
interim settlement. Some limit¬ 
ed. progress had ben achieved 
in this respect, but there were 
still important gaps in the Is¬ 
raeli formulation of the lan¬ 
guage relating to this issue. 

A more telling example con¬ 
cerns the territorial jurisdiction 
of the interim Palestinian au¬ 
thority. In the past, Israel has 
been intransigent in refusing to 


discuss 
libn ; for 
governing 

. somewhere- v; 

Israel* ftaJ.feached W^g.r 
where iter were j 

Palestinian 
: bees and town*. The 
dements were clearly 


th« jurisdiction- 

land, which Accord mg / 

constituted state prop*ri fe 
to be joaHly admires*®*?/-*. 
Ndw, Aker «ud- 
seemingly when a step forward? *•-. 
and are saying they will treat y . 
the Occupied Territories as i . 
single unit, and they ore talking- 
about the “territorial integrity* 
of the occupied Palestinian tct< ; 

atones. ' 

This sounds grew. Ake* ired, ;. ; . 
until you into- the details. • .* 
The Jsrwfii say.- they ore dis- 
cussing the transfer of MShnn-'-: 
ty, but the Jurisdipfera for that , 
authority shifts andduas* 5 * " jL 
one goes from, one sphere of ac¬ 
tivities to tlte ot^t "d iffefenr 

*T?ir instoc.d« 
Israelis are wilting » grant:tbe 
PftlcscfoiaR authority, jwstfic- 
tion in educational matter* oyer 
all the Occupied Territories. 

But," when it comes w Heenses 
for automobilesUfe^^ i 

- the Jewish seutemente become|’ 1 
separate enclaves 

they speak : ! 

Occupied Territories, the 
diction-of the interim ^-Wowfe'- 
an authority will differ 
mg l«alth,*ducatiOT^ 

Another insHmceof the vs* of 
language which raised false 
pectations al first. 

£as &c Israeli twiateflce;;^- 

"kaepfag'aM'tfl^ 

doing nothing ® 

. final status of the iemtt*Sea^' r . 
Ban on Ashrawi id (hat dux 
soroetimvg the Pakstmlanshavt^ 
always demanded, since 

- taWishroem of. Israeli 

merits, the confiscuiian of tawlf: 
and ihereactions 1 of fte* israeli^; 1 
military Tigpwnnwni .uj./fBjf-J-;-; 

. have established iapt$._«kJhfe:g.; 
ground which foreclose 
tions,;prejudicipg the sJiape cCi;X; 
final settlement- 
However, when the Israelis ^. 
spell out what they areas, * 
turns out to be just the oppOM^; ^ 
“Their perception of not pngu** 
dicing the final stares" af-.the ^ 
occupied tmi tones, she sto&af 
not to undo who! is on 
ground now. the settleme«St _ 
that have been established, Or- • 
the annexation of East JeruS**'!; 
lem. ■ 

Jenab is a Jocrismtea . 

jouranlsit based in 
ton. •■■■■■■■ 


The Tsar who wanted to be a sailor 


Crisis in the government: Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Education Minister Shu- 
lamit Aloni discuss the latest crisis over Minister of Interior Aryeb Deri's resignation. The 
crisis has cast a shadow of doubt over Rabin's Labor government'Rabin convinced both min¬ 
isters to relinquish their portfolios until next week when he weighs his options. 


NICHOLAS H, THE LAST 
OF THE TSARS by Marc 
Ferro. London, Penguin. 305 

pp. 

THE UNIVERSAL USTI¬ 
NOV by Christopher War¬ 
wick. London, Pan. 246 pp. 

Reviewed by 
David George . 

FEW PEOPLE have been less 
suited to total power than Nich¬ 
olas H, and in 1894 when be 
learned that he was to ascend 
the throne of Russia he burst 
into tears, declaring "I am not 
ready to be Tsar." 

What he had feared most had 
come to pass. His dream had 
been to be a sailor, to travel, to 
go on voyages around the 
world. Instead, he was forced 
to attend councils of ministers, 
read reports, make decisions, 
govern and acL All of which he 
did rather badly. 

One of die problems was that 
Nicholas had simply not been 
well enough instructed to as¬ 
sume the throne. As a youth he 
liked ceremonies and festivals, 
first nights at the opera and die 
life of high society. In those 
settings be was at ease, facul¬ 
ties in his conduct, discreet, jo¬ 
vial and charming. 

During his youth he avoided 
all serious talk, especially 
about the situation in die coun¬ 
try. That aversion was due in 
part to the fact that in the fami¬ 
ly, at the table where his father 


S 


Alexander in 
presided, these 
matters were 
never raised and 
there was cer¬ 
tainly no talk of 
politics. 

By the time 
Nicholas's grand¬ 
father, Alexan¬ 
der n, was assas¬ 
sinated in 1881. 
a demand for po¬ 
litical reform 
was fermenting 
that couid not be 
denied. Bakuhin, 

Tolstoy, Mikhai¬ 
lovsky and Dos- 

Nicholas II hailed in Moscow 


among the mas- 
ter thinkers of 
this movement 

When it became Nicolas's 
turn to assume the throne, he 
showed a remarkable lack of 
interest in the ferment of ideas 
that was stirring his country. 
As historian Marc Ferro indi¬ 
cates, "A kind of basic incom¬ 
prehension stood between him 
and cultivated society, whose 
aspirations, he felt, did not 
have as their principle objec¬ 
tive the preservation of his 
powers." 

So much of a conformist and 
traditionalist was he that in eve- 
ry thing he did and in all his 
comments and confidences one 
observes the same passion for 
the order, ritual and ceremony 
identified with the grandeur of 
autocracy. He hated everything 


that might shake that autocracy: 
the intelligentsia, modernity, 
the Jews, the religious sects. 
Towards those who did not 
conform to his ideas he hard¬ 
ened his heart, whereas he 
looked with tender kindness on 
those he loved. 

His reign became a night¬ 
mare. Nicholas had to face two 
revolutions, to endure dozens of 
assassination attempts, presid¬ 
ing over the Duma (an assem¬ 
bly that he had not even wanted 
jo call into existence) and or¬ 
dering the execution of anyone 
who disagreed with his right to 
absolute power. 

Worst of all in his own eyes,, 
he had to go to war twice; he 
would have liked to. have been 
thought of as an apostle of 
peace. He was dominated by 


his wife, under the spell of Ras¬ 
putin, aloof from the world’s 
fate, weak, irresolute and char¬ 
acterless. Trotsky was not Jar 
off the mark when he compared 
him to Louis XVI of France, 
"thought less intelligent." 

In his insightful biography of 
Nicholas, Ferro is somewhat 
kinder in his evaluation, point¬ 
ing out that he was merely, an 
ordinary man, one who carried 
a unique burden that eventually 
crushed and killed him. 

By drawing on the memoirs, 
articles and official r e po rt s of 
the time, Ferro provides a sharp 
portrait of a man stubbornly 
committed to opposing change. 

For many, The most fascinat¬ 
ing part of this book win be the 
last third, for it is here that Fer¬ 
ro asks the great unanswered 
question; If, as some eye wit-, 
ness accounts suggest, several 
members of the imperial family 
survived the savage murder, of 
the tsar at Ekateraburg, could 
both the Reds and the Whites 
have had reasons to conceal it? 
Fecro leads the reader through a 
medley of new documentary 
evidence to show that the royal 
family may not, in fact, have 
been executed in the wav histo¬ 
ry has let us believe. ‘ 

Unlikely many who have ear- 
Ber sp eculated about this event, 
Fetro puts forward a convinc¬ 
ing hypothesis, all backed up 
by a wealth of testimony to re- 
mforce the feeling that he is not 
merely fantasizing. 

As Christopher Warivjck 


makes clear, Peter Ustinov's ge- _ 
neatogy is every bit as bewil¬ 
dering as that of the Romanov * 
fears..," 

In fact, from the end of the ; 
I 8 tii century until the start of 
the Bolshevik revolution, sever¬ 
al members of Ustinov's family . 

. served those tsars. 

Tracing- Ustinov's descent^ 
from - "•••’• great-great-great- 
grandfather Adrian Mikhailo¬ 
vich Ustinov, who' mode h^ j 
fortune from the salt mines of 
Siberia, to Mikhail Adrianovich 
Ustinov who owned 240&tiff > 
hectares of land; 6,000 serf 
, 16 churches, Warwick 
lisbes an accurate and 
amusing family tree. ;>v.^.vr* 
, Later, from, the 
nov in London until the preseti^ 
day, Warwick devotes kimsc^ 
to following the life 
tt>r, writer, dramatic 
ist who also, at times/served^ 
an unwilling soldier 
■ ■ goodwffl ambassador. 

Some will say to 
book is more * 
than a biography, but 
not be a valid ciiticism fOf^tt ^ 
the best knowledge. <$£ tfciifiifci- 
viewer. no tine has 
anything' unkind to 
. Ustinov. 

. The book is simpl y wrteBsKr 
with no tricks 

pathos than one u 

"star biographies , 
nsted m the lives of AcL 
willtipt be di^ppointeiM 
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Supplement en francais du Star 


Stupeur en 
Basse-ville 

LA NOUVELLE a fait l'effet cTune bombe. En Basse- 
vule, prfcs du souk de For, des homines attendent, hlb- 
6t6s, un sacen plastique k la main, n'osant pas croire le 
malheur qui vient de se produire. L’un d’entre eux fait 
1’objet d’un attroupement plus important. Assis dans 
une chaise roulante, cet handicap^ ne dit rien. Pudique- 
ment, il laisse parler Ies autres qui, comme lui, 
possfedent de fortes sommes en coupures "suisses" de 
25 Dinars irakiens. Des billets rendus caduques par 
une decision de Bagdad, la semaine demilre. 

" Je tente encore de les vendre, mais je sais bien que 
c'est en vain, n ne me reste plus qu‘& m'en servir 
comme papier toilettel", s'exclaine un homme. Pour ce 
Palestinian, Ie sort frappe cruel!ement une nouvelle 
fois. Expulsl du Koweit aprbs la guerre, il avait trans- 
forml ses demi&res economies en deux cent mille Di¬ 
nars irakiens. Ruinl pour la deuxilme fois, il a bien du 
mal k masquer son desarroi. 

A l'annonce de la nouvelle, les petits spiculateurs 
jordaniens gardaient pourtant encore espoir. "Une 
compensation serait offerte par le gouvemement iraki¬ 
en". Jeudi et vendredi, les fameuses coupures 
s'lchangeaient au taux, en vigueur depuis quelques se- 
maines, de 10 fills. Dimanche, cbacun devait se faire 
une raison: malgn£ les nlgociations entamees par la 
Banque centrale jordanienne, aucune compensation ne 
serait accordle. Alors, les petits speculateurs essaient 
malgrl tout de revendre cet argent qui leur brule les 
mains. A 5 fills, puis k 4 fills le Dinar irakien! 

Toutcs leurs Iconomies tiennent dans un sac plas¬ 
tique oh Ton devine des liasses Ipaisses. Depuis des 
jours, ils s’attroupent pres des bureaux de change, in- 
cnSdules devant ce re virement de situation. Si leur 
. collre^grondedevant leur ruine, pas un ne s'aventure h. 
critiqner le gouvemement irakien. Cetilm*conp'<ft‘ 
sort, mais pourquoi si injuste? 

JD y a quelques mois encore, par le bouche-h-oreille, 
on conseillait d’acheter la monnaie irakienne: 
l'embargo ne pouvait pas durer Itemellement! Dfes le 
retour k la normale, riconomie irakienne se rellverait 
et le Dinar commencerait son ascension pour retrouver 
sa valeur d’avant-guerre. Un plan facile, qui devait rap- 
potter gros. Trap facile, peut-fitre. Car beaucoup de 
victimes sont tombles dans le pilge de cette specula¬ 
tion. De petites gens, pour la plupaxt, qui ont investi 
leurs economies ou qui ont vendu ce qu'ils possldaient 
dans l'espoir de b6n6ficier, dans un futur proche, d'un 
gain important . , 

Le plan infaillible s'est transforme en miioir aux 
alouettes. Les pertes sont iraportantes et ont d6jk pro- 
voque des drames hu m ai n s: suicides, divorces, crises 
cardiaques, bagarres... Car avec cet argent envoie, un 
ifive s'est ecrouie. Celui, sinon de faire fortune, du 
moins de vivre mieux, avec des fonds qu'un salaire 
moyen jordanien ne permet pas d esperer. I 

Michfele Rienx 


La marche de Ventraide 

# Sortez vos baskets du placard et marchez 15 km pour la bonne cause! Vendredi 24, l'Aide 
medicate pour les Palesdniens (MAP) organise sa marche annueUe dans les environs 
d’Amman. L'occasioi i pour ['organisation basce a Londres de recueiUir des fonds destines a 
['assistance mSdicale des Palestinians dans les Territoires occupes et dans les camps de refu- 
gids du Royaume. 

De nombreux volontaires de representations diplomadques, de banques et de plusieurs com- 
pagnies se sont deja inscrits. Les organ isateurs attendent entre cinq et dix mille participants. 
En plus de la marche, un diner de bienfaisance aura lieu, dimanche 16, a l'hotel Grand Forte 
(ex-Plaza), ainsi qu 'une vente de charitd a Varrives des marcheurs au centre Nazek Darin. 

Van dernier, MAP avait pu ricolter et redistribuer 202000$. Fond# en 1990, Vorganisation a 
ouvert, dies Fannie suivante, un centre de soins dans le camp d'Hdtin & Marka. EUe compte 
sur la campagne de cette annee pour installer un autre centre de santi dans un camp de refu¬ 
gees pres de Zarqa. 

Cette marche de la solidarite partira a 8h30 de la Baccalaureate school a Fuheis avant de 
traverser les viBes de Fuheis et de Sweileh pour parvenir au centre Nazek Darin. Sur le par- 
cours, plusieurs institutions et banques sponsors offriront des rafraichissements pour les mar¬ 
cheurs. Prets pour "la promenade"? 

Monnaie 
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L'lrak ruine les espoirs 
des speculateurs 

Coup de theatre: Bagdad a raye d'un trait les millions de. coupures de 25 Dinars en circulation hors de ses 
frontieres. Une mesure devastatrice pour les speculateurs misant sur une flambee du Dinar apres l'embargo. 


ILS ONT joul. Ils ont perdu. 
Gros, tr&s gros. D'un trait de 
plume, ('administration ira¬ 
kienne a transform^ en mon¬ 
naie de singe les millions de 
billets "suisses” de 25 Dinars 
irakiens dltenus k l'ltxanger. 
L'^qui valent de 3 it 4 milliards 
de Dollars envois ainsi en fu- 
m£e des mains des sp&ula- 
teurs. 

Premiers visds: les pays du 
Goffe dans Jesquels la qnasi- 
totalitd des coupures 6mises 
avant 1990 a 6t£ engrang^e 
dans l'espoir de distabiliser 
l'lconomie irakienne, puis de 
faire de copieux blnlfices 
aprfes la fm de l'embargo. Des 
milliers de Jordaniens dlten- 
teurs de ces billets ont aussi 6t£ 
(ouchls de plein fouet par cette 
mesure surprise (voir l'encadrl 
d-contre). Mais, selon les ex¬ 
perts, les Jordaniens ne dlden- 
draient que 2% de la monnaie 
si invalidle. 

Seuls, les Irakiens rlsidant 
dans leur pays ont eu la possi¬ 
bility (flchanger ces coupures 
pour de noaveHes. Pour em- 
pScher tout rapatriement de de¬ 
vises, Bagdad a ferml hermlti- 
quement ses frontiferes pendant 
la durle de ces ^changes, soit 
six jours. Un "coup" parfaiL 

Cbtz les splculateurs, la sur¬ 
prise est to tale. Depuis le dlbut 
de l'embargo, les pays euro¬ 
pleas refusent d'imprimer des 
billets pour le compte de I'Etat 
. irakien. Bagdad Imet done de 
nouveaux billets, mais de mau- 
vaise qualitl et facilement falsi- 
fiables. De nombreuses contre- 
fagons de ces nouvelles cou¬ 
pures ont HI dailleurs Imises 
poor miner r&onomie ira- 
kienne. Les billets de 25DL dits 
"soisses", cTavant 1990, demeu- 
raient done la rlfHence a 
r&ranger. 

Sous 1’effet de l'embargo. le 
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Cette montagne de billets irakiens a maintenant autant de valeur que des coupures de Monopoly. Au grand desespoir 
des spiculateurs locaux. 


Dinar irakien se nlgociait au vaise qualite. Beaucoup pensai- 
marchl noir cinquante fois ent alors qu'elle seraient annu- 
moins cher que son cours offi- lies un jonr ou 1'autre... Or, ce 
del d'avant la arise! Une au- sont les billets "fiables" qui 


Par cette annulation, le regime 
irakien gagne plusieurs milliard 
de Dollars et renforce sa 
monnaie. Pour tres peu de temps. 


baine pour les spiculateurs de 
tons bords esplrant une re- 
montle en filche des cours dls 
la fin de l'embargo. Pour eux, 
pas question de miser sur les 
nouvelles coupures de mau- 


Longue 


Le frangais sort des 
senders battus 


Les cours de frangais s'exportent hors des murs du CCF. Le nombre d'61^ves dans des 
entreprises ou des institutions a muldpli^ par quatre en trois ans. Une demarche diff6rente. 

& cH rsr d ss 5 


ubj -- . 

1990, le Centre culturei 
francais dispensait des cours de 
Jangue en ttehors de ses murs a 
une soixafltaine de personnK. 
Ce trimestre, elles sont plus de 
deux cent dnquantfi b appren- 
dre les subtilitls de la langue 
de Moli&re sur leur lieu de tra¬ 
vail! Une croissance exponen- 
tjelle de ces cours dit "extl- 
rieurs", encourag6e 
seciHaire-glnlral du CCF, 
Girard Martinez. 

Aller vets les Hives au Um 
de les faire venir, une de¬ 
marche bien difflrente pour Je 
Centre ftanfds. Bien adapree 
aux exigences du monde du tra¬ 
vail. "Cette formule permet 
d'offrir des coursJja cartes^ 
on les besoms <» 

l’endroit" expbque GHjxdMv- 

tinez. "Par exemple, ft 

hOteli&re, 1 'euseignement est 

orientl sur les tenues de cui- 

sine-" _ 

Le volume de ces conrsjext^ 
rieurs ne cesse de croltre. ce 
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personnes. En plus 
d'institutions comme 
l'Ecole militaire de 

Zarqa, llnstitut des 
juges, l'Ecole nation- 
ale de police, entre¬ 
prises et Itablisse- 
ments . . 

d'enseignement privl 
adhlrent de plus en 

plus nombreux & 

cette formule. Tandis 

3 ue le nombre 
'Hives dans ImsIo; 

caux-mlme du CG*_ 

stagne. Trois fois par semaine, Alain Castagnon, professeur au CCF, 

Trots fois par se- ens eigne le francos au personnel de ITwtel Intercontinental 

maine, Alam Castag- ^ 

non, professeur du nentde milieux popolaires dans ifouvrir un restaurant francais” 

CCF, se dlplace sami.fi lesauels la culture frac^aise est confie Chawki Ayoub, direc- 
llntetcontinental pamuuanr connne", souligne le jeune teur gln&al de ibOtel. "Le per- 
quinze employes de " homme. Du c6tl de la direc- sonnel doit done etna capable 
pratique du fiau^ais. Lest tres robjectif visl est clair. de lire cotrectanent le nom des 

different des cours au centre. "n ous avons .le projet plats, des vins et ifexpfiauer 
Us sont tous dlbutants et vien- 


viennent de partir en fum6e! 

Pour Bagdad, cette fuite mas¬ 
sive et totalement illlgale de 
ses capitaux prlsentait un riel 
danger. Par cette annulation, le 
rlgime irakien gagne plusieurs 


leur significatioa" Plus large- 
men t, cette initiation du person¬ 
nel de service a ax langues 
Itranglres doit amHiorer 
1'accueil des touristes. 

"Mime si la plupart de nos 
clients savent s'exprimer en an¬ 
glais, un accueii dans leur 
langue matemelle permet un 
contact personnalisl", ajoute 
Chawki Ayoub. Un plus pour 
l'image de marque de IliOtel. 
Pour cette demande de forma¬ 
tion, les cours sur place Itait les 
mieux adaptls. Gnvoyer le per¬ 
sonnel en taxi au CCF prlseu- 
tali un risque important de 
perte de temps et 
d’absentlisme. 

Pour le Centre francais, cette 
"dHocalisation" permet de con- 
tourner J'lcueil de locaux deve- 
nus trop Hroits et d'Haigir sa 
clientlle. L’intlret financier 
n'est pas non plus b nlgliger. 
"Ces ressources suppllmen- 
taires nous permettent de con¬ 
tinuer b pratiquer une politique 
de pax bas mtra-muros", sou¬ 
ligne Girard Martinez. 

Pour l'avenir, les secteors du 
tourisme et de lbOtellerie sem- 
blent les pins donandeurs de ce 
type de formation b la carte. Du 
can des Icoles et universitls 
privies, la direction du CCF 
veut tester fid&le b sa mission 
en se cantonnant b un rSJe 
d'impulsion. Pas question de 
sous-uaiKr ses services l twd 
et l travers. Le maintien d'un 
enseignement de qualitl est b 
ceprix-H 


milliard de Dollars et renforce 
sa monnaie. Pour trls peu de 
temps. Les observateurs 
Itrangers prlvoient un effoo- 
drement total du Dinar irakien. 
En l'absence de contre-partie 
en denrles, du fait de 
l'embargo, et d'intlrlt splculat- 
if, cette monnaie n'aura bientdt 
plus aucune valeur. Certains 
voieot dans ce "coup" de Bag¬ 
dad, la dernilre cartouche tirle 
par une Iconomie exsangue. 

La Banque centrale jorda¬ 
nienne poursuit ses nlgocia- 
tions avec son homologue irak¬ 
ien. Mais, elle se montre trfes 
pessimiste quant b une possi¬ 
bility de remboursement pour 
les Jordaniens ruinls. Si le 
Royaume mettait en place un 
sysfeme de dldommagement 


pour ses nationaux, cela provo- 
querait un Inorme appel d'air 
attirant toutes les coupures dit¬ 
enues dans le Golfe. Et ensuite, 
il serait bien difficile de faire le 
tri... 

Les autoritls jordoniennes, 
tout comme les personnes spo- 
lilcs se sont encore bien gardls 
de critiquer la decision de Bag¬ 
dad. La situation la plus injuste 
se ruble etre celle des com- 
mergants jordaniens qui ont ex- 
portl des denrles autorisles 
vers l'lrak. en l'lchange de 
cette monnaie de singe. Mais, 
selon les experts, leur nombre 
devrair etre trls limire . Avant 
tout, ce sont les spiculateurs 
qui perdent leur mise. ■ 

Florent Chevolleau 


Festival 


Jordanie 


Express 


AIDE - 50 millions de 
Dollars, c’est Ic montant 
de I'aide americaine l la 
Jordanie proposee par 
('administration Clinton 
devant le Congrcs. Le 
secretaire d'Elat adjoint. 
Edward Djcrejian, a 
precise que I'aide ameri- 
cainc devait encourager 
la poursoite de la demo- 
cralisation du Royaume. 
le processus de paix ct le 
maintien des sanctions 
contre l'lrak. 

BLE - Le refus de 
l'administration ameri* 
caine de vendre du ble au 
Royaume n'aurait rien a 
voir avec la politique 
mais serait une question 
de prix. Les Etats-Unis 
sont le premier foumis- 
seur de ble du pays qui 
ne produit que 10ft de 
ses besoins. Le prix de 
138,50$ 13 tonne propose 
par la Jordanie a ete juge 
trap bas par le departe- 
ment de 1'Agriculture 
americain. 

INFLATION - Le cout 
de la vie au augmente de 
6Jt% en 1992. contre 
13% en 1991 et 22% en 
15190. Selon le rapport du 
department des Statis- 
tiques, les depenses de 
nouniture arrivent en 
tlte avec 39,25% du total 
des dlpenses, suivis du 
logensent pour 26,41%, 
les sendees 24,42% et les 
vetements pour 9,9%. 

MESSAGE - Le nouveau 
Mouvement arabe isla- 
miqne et democratique, 
Doa'a, a envoyl un mes¬ 
sage au Pape pour lui ex- 
pliquer les prindpes de 
ce parti pronant le dia¬ 
logue entre musulmans et 
chretiens. Un milliers de 
personnes de diTKrentes 
confessions, comprenant 
des femmes, sont deja de- 
vena membres de ce parti 
atypique. ■ 


Etoiles a l’affiche 

A l'occasion du festival du film europeen, une exposition pr^sente une 
quarantaine de posters iilustrant l'evenement. Autant d'astuces pour 

associer Europe et 7e art. 


POUR LA premilre fois, la dll- 
Igation de la Communautl eu- 
rop&nne a eu 1'idle de lancer 
un grand coocours l l'occasion 
du festival du film europlen. 
Avant de plnltrer dans la salle 
obscure du Centre culturei roy¬ 
al, vous pourrez ainsi dlcouvrir 
comment quaraate-cinq per¬ 
sonnes perjoivent cette alliance 
du cinlma et du Vieux cond- 
noiL 

Gagnant du coocours: Rafiq 
Laham, designer professionnel, 
employl par le miaistlre du 
Tourisme. Son prix delOODJ 
lui a HI remis par 
I'Ambassadeur de Belgique, le 
soir de l'inauguration du feso- 
val. Comme de nombreux con¬ 
currents, Rafiq Laham a utilisl 
le symbole des Hoiles de la 
Communautl allil b des illus¬ 
trations repflsenteH le 7e ait. 
Avec talent .. 

L'Ambassadeur de Belgique a 
soulignl les excellents rlsuitats 
suscitls par cet appel ila crla- 
tivitl. D a Itl bien difficile de 
dlpartager les concurrents,^ des 
jordaniens en grande majoritl. 

Rappelons que le festival se 
noursuit iusqu'au dimanche 16 



C'est Vafficke de Rafiq Laham qui a gagne le prix du 
grand concours lanfe par la Communaute eurupienne. 


avec la projection des quatre 
deraiers long-mltrages. "Il giar- 
dino di ciliegi". le film italien 
tirl d'une pilce d'Anton Tche- 
kov, le jeudi 13 b 20h et le sa- 
medi 15 b I7h. Vendredi 14 b 
17h, ne ratez pas la seconde 
slance de "La discrete", si vous 
n'avez pu dlcouvrir cet excel¬ 
lent film frangais avant La cu- 
rieuse hiscoire de fantdmes de 


'Truly, madly, deeply" de 
l'Anglais Anthony MingbeUa, 
le saraedi 15 b 20h et le di¬ 
manche 16 b 17h. Et c’est "The 
vanishing", film hollandais b 
suspense, qui viendra clore, di¬ 
manche & 20h, ce cinquilme 
cru du festival du film euro¬ 
plen. ■ 
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• The Director of the Public 
Security Dept. Maj-Gen. Abdul 
Rahman Al Udwan, has received 
a gift from the German Federal 
Criminal Investigations Dept to 
the Drugs and Counterfeiting 
Prevention Admlustration. The 
gift was presented by the Charge 
d ’Affaires of the German 
Embassy in Jordan in 
appreciation of the PSD's work 
on the national and international 
levels. Maj-Gen. Al Udwan 
commended good relations 
between the Jordanian and 
German public security- 
services. The gift includes 
various technical equipment and 
machines. 



Third BMW press photography 
contest announced 


• The Third BMW Gulf and 
Middle East Press Photography- 
Contest will commence on 
April 25. 1993. Entries will be 
received over a period of six 
months and the winners an¬ 
nounced at an award presenta¬ 
tion ceremonv in Bahrain in 
late 1993. 

BMW instituted the Middle 
East Press Photography Contest 
in 1989 to re-enforce the com¬ 
pany's reputation that it is not 
only a manufacturer of luxury 
care, but also a strong supporter 
of cultural activities wherever 
the company's cars are sold. 

At the same time. BMW 
views the photography compe¬ 
tition as an opportunity for the 
company to leam more about 
the region. This is a result of 
BMW’s recognition that the art 
of photography is an important 
commentator of our time. 

Previous Middle East Press 
Photography Contests were 
held in 1989 and in 1991. The 
two events attracted a large 


number of entries of very high 
photographic standard from 
some *of the best press photog¬ 
raphers in the Gulf and the 
Middle East. 





As previously, entries to the 
1993 contest will be exhibited 
at a prominent location in Bah¬ 
rain where a panel of eminent 
regional personalities affiliated 
with media and journalism will 
select winners. In the two pre¬ 


vious contests, the panel of 
judges consisted of senior 
newspaper editors, radio per¬ 
sonalities, news agency jour¬ 
nalists, renowned photogra¬ 
phers, and high government 
officials connected with the 
media. 

Both panels were headed by 
His Excellency Sheik Rashid 
bin Khalifa Al-Khalifa; Chair¬ 
man of the Bahrain Arts Socie¬ 
ty and Assistant Undersecretary 
for Passports and Immigration 
at the Ministry of the Interior in 
Bahrain. This year’s winners 
will vie for cash awards and 
trophies too. 
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• Last Sunday after- EA JHfl| Hik • ^ m - 

noon was a very special JBk|. 1; ■- 

moment. It was so be- . yj fit 

cause it witnessed the 

birth of the Ste'ferial jfa.y-r. 

Boutique. The gates XHyj} 

were opened for worn- BEjP^ I jy wT 

en whose dress selec- * -vSflUji ■ S 

tions are statements of 
identity and belonging. r 

The elegant boutique ^ 

offers a wide range of 

casual, cocktail and for- ' ’ v 

mal dresses. The _ wBBH 

Ste'ferial idea is to en¬ 
gulf its visitor with the warm feeling of being at home when choosing their selection. The place deliv¬ 
ers as well a comfortable space. While the store's location in Shmeisani, secluded on die first floor of 
Al Amer Center affords its visitors the privacy a woman needs and values when shopping. 

Society ladies attended the opening, and Ms. Ferial Asa’d. owner of the boutique briefed her clien¬ 
tele on the English and German products that the store offers. After which, a rich buffet followed 
leaving all the invitees pleased with excellent service and fine products. 


Omega celebrates 
Golden Jubilee of 
a great classic 

• At the heart of the legendary 
Omega Speedmaster Profes¬ 
sional watch lies a mechanical 
chronograph created fifty years 
ago by Omega's master watch¬ 
maker, Albert Piguet. 

To celebrate the Golden Jubi¬ 
lee of the historic chronograph. 
Omega recently introduced a 
limited Jubilee edition featur¬ 
ing three elite versions of this 
classic chronograph. 

The piece de resistance of 
the collection is a 16K gold 
hand-crafted "skeleton" ver¬ 
sion. Through the sapphire case 
back, the fascinating mecha¬ 
nism of the cut-out movement 
are clearly visible. Omega 
plans to recreate just 50 pieces 
of this unique watch, ten of 
which were painstakingly craft¬ 
ed during 1992. 

The other two versions are: 
the original 18K gold Speed- 
master Professional in a limited 
numbered series of 999 pieces 
and a similar model with an ob¬ 
servatory' chronometer certifi¬ 
cate in a numbered states of 
250. 

It is to be noted that the 
Speedmaster Professional 
chronograph is the only wrist- 
watch in the world declared 
“flight-qualified by NASA for 
all manned space missions". 


• Her Majesty Queen Noor officially received the Jubilee 
school buildings in the Abdoun area in Amman on Monday. 
Present at the ceremony were Minister of Education Mr Tho- 
qan Hindawi, Minister of Information Mr Mahmoud Al Shar¬ 
if, Mrs In'am Ai Mufti and Dr Fathi Jarwan._■ 


Parole: Little 
Italy in the 
heart of 
Amman 

# Parole restaurant, situated 
in one of the best locations in 
Amman, prizes itself for hav¬ 
ing one of the most sensation¬ 
al Italian menus in the coun¬ 
try. The restaurant’s chef, Mr 
Nazeeh Tanoos. promises that 
his fabulous creations will sat¬ 
isfy the most seasoned tastes. 

In addition to good food, pa¬ 
trons will enjoy the quiet, ro¬ 
mantic settings and live music 
with old and new favourites 

sung bv Mr 7.ald KhourL And, if you are a fan of Mr Orwa Zu- 
raikat, the host of Good Evening , you might as well sit down and 
have a little chat with him since he manages this superb restaurant. 


• The AUB Alum ini Club of Jordan will hold a dinner 
partv on the occasion of the visit of Dr Frederic Herter; 
President of AUB, on 23 May. Present at the meeting 
will be Dr Robert Haddad, President-elect ofAUB, vice 
President Dr Samir Maqdesi and Mr Nazih Zeidan, Di¬ 
rector of the Development Department Funds from the 
dinner party will go to the Scholar Fund meant for Jor¬ 
danian students. The dinner party will start at 8:00 pm 
on Sunday at Philadelphia Hotel. A special program is 
included and a number of graduates from the '68 class - 
will be honored. 






Zegna: A new creation for the modem man 

• Abu Shaqra Trading Establishment has lately introduced the latest fragrance that 
completes the elegance unseen of the modern man's personality. In a press confer¬ 
ence in the Marriott Hotel, Ms Natali Shalhoob and Ms Mary Ellen briefed the jour¬ 
nalists on the latest creation of Erraenegiklo Zegna, which comprises notes of this up 
to date fragrance. The fragrance includes Aromatic and Citrus freshness, spicy, flor¬ 
al, wood and tobacco extracts. 



Agenda 


EXHIBITIONS 

• The French Cultural Center 
will be hosting an exhibition of 
paintings by the students of the 
Rosary College on Saturday, 15 
May to Monday, 17 May. 

0 Also on Wednesday, 19 
May, the French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter will host the paintings of 
Patrice Pain until 31 May. 

• The British Council will be 
hosting a children's Illustration 
Exhibition by artist Lamia Ab¬ 
dul Sahib from Saturday, 25 
May until Wednesday, 19 May. 

FILMS 

• During the European Film 
Festival, the British film Tru¬ 
ly, Madly. Deeply is to be 
screened on Sunday, 16 May, 
al the RCC at 8:00 pm. 

• The British Council is to 
screen A Town Like Alice on 


Wednesday, 19 May, at 7:00 
pm. And if you are a business¬ 
man, be sure not to miss the 
Council’s Business Videos, 
starting with Coppela Fruit 
Juices on Sunday, 16 May at 
7:00 pm. 

• The American Center will 
present on its screens Sharky's 
Machine, Thursday, 13 May at 



5:00 pm. The film will be re¬ 
peated on Sunday, 16 May. . 

CONCERT 

• The players of the Apple 
HOI Chamber Orchestra will 
give a concert in Amman on 
Thursday, 13 May. They will 


also give workshops and mas¬ 
terclasses. If interested, call the 
American Center for more in¬ 
formation. 

LECTURES 

• On Tuesday, 18 May, at 6:00 
pm, the American Center will 
host art critic Nelly Lama in a 
lecture with slides entitled: 
American ... Pioneer 
Artists: From Bative 
Portraits to Sublime 
Landscapes. 

• Humeima and the 
Abbasid Revolution 
will be the title of Dr 
Robert Schick's lec¬ 
ture on Monday,. 17 
May at the FoA Cen¬ 
ter at 7:00 pm. 

FIELD TRIP 

• An overnight camp¬ 
ing trip to Petra is planned by 
the Friends of Archaeology 
Center oh Thursday 13, and Fri¬ 
day 24 May to examine the lat¬ 
est discoveries at the Church 
Project . Those interested are re¬ 
quired to contact the FoA Cen¬ 
ter for more information. - 



“Norm? This Is Mitch.... 

You were right — l found my driU." 









****** 


“Hey, who's that? —. Oh ■—Mitch.thejanltor. Well, our 
first test run has just gotten a Irttte more interesting.” 



“Now! . ,. 77r«f 9hofiid cloar up a few things 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
15 — 20 May 



Superchamps, a program for kids , tfvwy wceA at 5:45 on Thursday 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

•£30— Super Bloopers - 
09:00—Local Program 
09:30 — Saturday Variety 
Show 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, 'Dead 
on the Money'. A theater star 
gets to know a young man who 
tells her mysterious things 
dbont his family 


SUNDAY 

08:30 — Executive Stress 
09:10 — The Good Guys, Part 

n 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20—Voltaire 

MONDAY 

08:30 — The Powers that Be 
09:10 — Dinosaur: A Tale of 
An Egg. Eggs reveal some 
mysteries about the lives of di¬ 
nosaurs 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Jordan Weekly 


10:40 — Street Justice. A 
Vietnamese lady asks Adam to 
help her find her missing bus- 
band. 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — Beadles About 
09:10 — Forever Green. A 
Polish imm igrant befriends Tom 
and teaches him sheering and 
fishing. Some mysteries of 
Jack's past are unraveled. 

10:00—News in English 
10:20 — Film: 'A Scent of Au¬ 
tumn'. Starring Delphine Seyv- 
ing , • : ; 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Chance in a Million 
09:15—European Cup Final 
10:00 — News In English 
10:20 — Continuation of 
Match 

11:00—The Gravy train 


THURSDAY 

08:30 — Coach 
09:30 — Football Match 
10:00 — News in English 
10:30 — Continuation of 


Match 

10:20— Movie of the Week, 
'Chance of a Lifetime'. Star¬ 
ring Betty White. El vine runs 
her husband's company after 
his death, but all does not go 
well when she finds that she 
has a serious illness. 

FRIDAY 

08*30 —ALF 
09:10 — ENG 
10:00—News in English 
1030—Wagner 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

■ SAMEDl 

05:00—Match de Football 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — FenEtre Sur 

D1MANCHE 

05:40 — Les OEs de Fort 
Boyard 

07:00—Le Journal 

07:15—Le Journal deLTfistoire 

LUND! 

06:00 — Quentin Duward 


ssc 


m 


ausJl^JaiJI 



trade-in 


Program 

Move-Up With 
Technology 


,,i-n jWSVS J O. P-O-Box 9162 Amman ■ Jwdon 

Td. 681 a ' -—“^ 




Programs on Jordan's Airwaves 


07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

05:30 — Omnisciences. Space 
rockets 

0635 —Maguy 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—Ushuaia 

MERCREDI 

06:00 — L'Histoire des Cli- 
mats 

07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—Varl€t6s 

JEUD1 

0530 — Pif et Hercnle 
05:45 — Superchamps. A 
game show that gathers four 
European children from differ¬ 
ent nations in a contest 
06:15 — L'Ecoles des Fans 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 —Azbnufcs 

VENDRED1 

0530 — La Route de Co- 
rinthe 

07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15— Variety 


ARIES (21 
March-19 
April): You may 
feel financially 
pinched the first 
part of the week. 

An elder may 
give you good 
advice. 

TAURUS (20 April-20 May): 
An idea could help pay for 
something big you want to buy! 
Consult an expert, first 
GEMINI (21 May-21 June): 
Check out loans or grants. A 
good week for travel, long con¬ 
versations and writing papas. 
CANCER (22 June-22 July): 
Work with a partner. You may 
figure out a way to increase 
your income. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): me 
this week hard, even if it's 
tough. YouU have plenty of 
good ideas. Work with a techni¬ 
cal wizard. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Sep¬ 
tember): Romance could blos¬ 
som. It’s a good time for deci¬ 
sions, too. Work on 
correspondence. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 Oc¬ 
tober): A domestic problem 
could interfere with your work. 
You can catch up, and it's also 
good for developing new friend¬ 
ships. 

SCORPIO (24 October-21 No¬ 
vember): You'll learn easily, es¬ 
pecially things you can watch 
somebody else do. A roommate 
could drive you crazy. 
SAGITTARIUS (22 Novem¬ 
ber-21 December): Get an ex¬ 
pert to help you with an expen¬ 
sive purchase. It should get 
easier to concentrate this week. 
CAPRICORN (22 December- 
19 January): You're hot this 
week. A good time to msdee de¬ 
cisions about your future, too. 
AQUARIUS (20 January-18 
February): You're under pres¬ 
sure. Just hold tighL Your atti¬ 
tude should improve. 

PISCES (19 Febniary-20 
March): Something you pick 
up at a club meeting could fa¬ 
vorably affect your future. You 
get an exciting assignment 


RJ 96.04MHZ 
SATURDAY 

18:00 — The Top Twenty 
(UK) 

19&0 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Stan Shanice 
20:00 — On stage: Tommy 
Smith 

21:00 — Play or the Week: 
The Lady from the Sea 
22:00 — Pop Session 
23:00 — Pop Wagon: Elton 
John 

SUNDAY 

U : 00 — Pop Wagon: Elton 
John 

14:00 — News Desk, Science 
Report: Help For Deaf Babies, 
Making the Desert Bloom 
Again 

18:00 — Listener's Choice 
1930 — Date with a Star: 
Gregory Abott 

MONDAY 

11:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic: Krystian Zi merman 
17:00 — Special Feature: The 
Great River Rites of Passage 
18:00 — Sports Round-up 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: Cheb Mami 

TUESDAY 

17:00 — Special Feature: The 
Great Riven Rites of Passage 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: A-HA 

WEDNESDAY 

1430 — Now Music Profile: 
REM'S Songs 
18:30 — Science Report 
19£0 — Date with a Stan The 
j Alan Parsons Project 


THURSDAY 

11:00 — Comedy: The Best of 
Bentine 

1430 — My Music. A musical 
quiz. 

17:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic: Andras Schiff, Gian Carlo 
Menotti. Klaus Tennstedt 
18:00 — Top Twenty (UK) 
1930 — Date With a Star: 
Alphaville 

FRIDAY 

11:00 — Listener's Choice 

13:00 — Pop Wagon: The 

Beatles' Story 

17:00 — Country Music 

18:00 — On Stage: Tommy 

Smith 

19:00 — News Edition, Date 
with a Star: Timmy T. 

20:00 — Old Favorites 
21:00 — 30 Minute Theater: 
A Door Should Be Either Shut 
22:00 — Now Music Profile: 
REM’s Songs 

23:00 — Classical Concerts: 
Works by Bruckner 


PROGRAMMES de RFJ 
RJ 90.00MHZ 
SAMEDl 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises, horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

830 — Parler au quotidien 
836 — Le resume des infor¬ 
mations 

9:00 — Musique dassique 



DIMANCHE 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 


Bros, where are they now? 

Chansons frangaise.-. horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

830 — Perspectives Scicnti- 
fiques 

8:50 — Parler au quotidien 
8:56 — Le resume des infor¬ 
mations 

9:00 — Musique dassique 

LUNDI. MARDI, MERCREDI 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons t'rangaises, horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:50 — Parler au quotidien 
8:56 — Le resume des infor¬ 
mations 

9:00 — Musique dassique 
JEUDI 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 


ClianM'ife IYjiivjimN. horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
< suite) 

8:30 _ Regards sur la France 
4 reportages sur r.ietujltte 
frangaisc 

8:55 — Le resume des infor¬ 
mations 

9:00 — Musique dassique 
VENDRED1 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons fr:»n«,\ii<C'.. horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Filigrane 

Un theme franca is et sou %n- 

cabulairc 

8:56 — Le resume ties infor¬ 
mations 

9:00 — Musique dassique 


Peter Gabriel Ott Tour Eddie Murphy releases new single 

IizcJa ttui 


Peter 

Gabriel was 
on tour in 
France last 
24 and 26 
April in 
Paris. 





• Eddie Murphy released ’Whatzupwitu’, his new single from 
his third album 'Love's Alright'. The song is an uptempo 
dance and ftink track and features an appearance by Michael 
Jackson. 

Murphy wrote the lyrics, while the music was cowntten an co¬ 
produced by himself and Trenton Gunibs. The video of the 
song features Eddie Murphy and Michad Jackson with a spe- 
cial appearance by the Choir Boys of harlem. 




Adrenalize: 

Def Leppard 
A 24 karat cooll 


"MR MAGIC is back, 24 
karat cool". These lyrics, 
taken from Def Leppard's 
song Heaven, are indeed the 
right words to describe their 
long awaited comeback. 

Def Leppard are a British 
rock band and one of the few 
rock bands to survive the 
early eighties rock invasion; 
an era which witnessed the 
appearance of many fabu¬ 
lous rock bands which be¬ 
came icons of the era. 
Throughout the years, this 
band has given the world 
ear-blistering music for more 
than a decade. And what a 
better way to celebrate that 
by releasing a new album. 

Adrenalize is a sort of a 
continuation to their music 
which was written in the 
eighties. If you are familiar 
with the band’s style, you 
would notice that it is 
echoed out through the entire 
album. But the main differ¬ 
ence between this album and 
previous releases is the deep¬ 
er look this album has on the 
matters of the heart, so to 
speak. 

Despite the fact that they 
lost their rhythm guitarist 


Steve Clark, who died from 
cancer during the making of 
this album, the band went on 
and released the album. Their 
effort in making this album has 
clearly paid off musically. It is 
in my opinion their best work 
of art yet. The band seems to 

think so as well. 

Joe Elliot's powerful lyrics 
and vocals have certainly man¬ 
aged to maintain the power af¬ 
ter all these years. Phil Collen, 
the band's lead guitarist; who 
also happens to be the only 
member of the band without 
long hair, has not failed to give 
that polished touch to the songs 
by adding inspired beautiful so¬ 
los. The rest of the band have 
also done an excellent job in 
the production department. ^ 

This album shows that hard 
rock is still alive and is back 
with a vengeance. If you re a 
rock fan, I highly recommend 
that you rush down to your lo¬ 
cal music store and get your 
hands on this '24 karat gold. 
Other recommended albums in¬ 
clude Hysteria, Pyromania. Ad- 
penalize is only for two types 
of people; the people who 
know Def Leppairi and those 
who don'L.. Abu El Hnda 
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Will China organize the 1998 Winter Ga mes 




7994 WorW Cm/7 

Ambiguity of the US 
national team, 
Wynalda the key 
player and a big battle 
between goalies 






Kip!! 


O CHINA HOPES 10 orga¬ 
nize the 1998 Winter 
Games, but much will de¬ 
pend on how Chinese 
present themselves this 
week in the first East Asian 
Games, hosted by Shanghai, 
where a number of IOC offi¬ 
cials will be attending. 

If Peking is selected, S400 
million is to be spent on sev¬ 
en new sport facilities: a 
main stadium, wood-track 
velodrome, swimming 
pools, horse race courses, 
tennis complexes, a rowing 
course and a basketball hall. 

"Due to our long isolation, 
we become backward." Wei 
Jizong. the secretary of the 
National Olympic Commit¬ 


tee and joint secretary of the 
bid says, "We aim to prove rhiw 
East Asia is no longer the sick 
man." 

IOC officials are carefully be¬ 
ing taken through Peking, 
where structural and commer¬ 
cial development is visibly ac¬ 
celerating. The skyline is a for¬ 
est of high-rise cranes and there 
are now a dozen joint- venture 
five-star hotels of a Manhattan 
and Paris standard and every 
street spawns foreign consumer 
goods advertising. 

A new airport is scheduled 
and highways and a modem ac¬ 
commodation project is in the 
process of development, cost¬ 
ing the government 5 7.6 bil¬ 
lion. 




QUOTES 

OF 

THE WEEK 


& 





Find the ball and 
win JD 10! 


THE US national team's partic¬ 
ipation in the 1994 World Cup 
is sail vague and uncertain. 
Coach Bora Milutinovic. 
has not yet finished the final 
formation of the team. Besides 
players that are still training in 
Viejo. Calif., there are 33 
players still playing with their 
international teams. Nine of 
them (Eric Wynalda, Steve 
Snow, Juergen Somemr, Hugo 
Perez, Frank Klopas, Kasey 
Keller. Thomas Dooley and Er¬ 
nie Stewart) are playing in the 
first division. 

Eric Wynalda, one of the top 
American players, who's likely 
to be a key _ . 

player for 
ihe US as it 

Cup. faced | _ 

big prob- * 
lenis in the 

past in the ' •* -4 

United ~ % 

States. i : .J ] 

Those - ~ .. -h —J 

problems Meolti 
made him 
uncertain 

of his status with the squad. In 
May 1992 in Denver, he el¬ 
bowed midfielder Mark Chung 
during a training session, and 
coach Milutinovic sent him 
home with this advice: 

"You’re a great player with 
incredible potential, but you are 
not right in your mind." 

About a month later, the 
American Professional Soccer 
League released him for lack of 
professionalism after he and 
coach Laurie Calloway had 
several verbal clashes. 

Since 1990, his career was at 
its lowest ebb. when he was 
ejected from a World Cup 
match after shoving a Czecho¬ 
slovakian player. 

Though he didn’t know a 
word of German, he joined a 
team in the first division (FC 
Saarbruckenl to make his de¬ 
buts in Germany. 

”1 want to become a better 
player." said Wynalda. 

FC Sarbruecken’s coach, Pe¬ 
ter Neurerer. who made Wynal- 
da’s stardom, was surprised by 
the manner in which he scored. 

"They weren't easy chances. 
He had to create chances for 
himself." he said. "When I saw 
him he was the best and most 
dangerous player in the field, 
and now he has become more 


WORD WISE 


Q. What's a non sequitur? 

A. A non sequitur is a 
sentence linking pieces of 
information that have no re¬ 
lationship to each other. 
One of my all time favor¬ 
ites is: Do you eat at night 
or take a bus? 

Send questions or rec¬ 
omments for Word Wise 
to P.O.Box 4367, Orlan¬ 
do, Fla. 32802-4367 


Crossword 

Puzzle 


□ QEJD LlUUtJ CHOOCIfil 
OHUU DBmia Q0QUQ 
QDUO 0LJOQ UBOEJS 
add QEH3E1H0O CIBia 
UUU0UUU Eld 013 

□EIDBDQfelPLlQQQ 

nauma aaa uuuu 
QQHin B0QUQ BE1EH3 
Eiana may qhbeiu 
aamQdmaaaaoa 
I*; LiQEJO LHJUdULlU 

amu aodanaa inaizj 
aBQQEJ DBD0 HDDCJ 
nHamu aacia tiutia 
amana naam qeibej 


disciplined and has a better un¬ 
derstanding of what is involved 
in being a professional on and 
off the field." 

After becoming the first US 
player of 1993, Milutinovic de¬ 
cided to bring Wynalda back 
and make him the US team's 
key player for the 1994 World 
Cup. 

Rumor has it that the national 
team's goalkeeper, Tony Meo- 
la, who had an outstanding sea¬ 
son with Mil wall in the English 
first division, might be replaced 
by Kasey Keller when the 

games open. 

~ "National team officials are 
not picking . _ — 

the best ! 

said kel- 

good," said T f ^ 
Milutinovic. % 

"I have * 

no problem ^ : !pj 

with him. -w V 

But the --—— 

best player Keller ' 

will stay." 

Another 

goalkeeper who hopes to be in 
the national team Brad Friedel. 
was the 1992 Olympic goal 
keeper in the national team 
who said he would have no 
problem being the No 2 goal 
keeper though he hopes to be 
Nol one day. 


9 <•“ AH goalkeepers from now on are required to wear pro- 
1 Lective head gear- a full helmet, incorporating fixed full-face 
I protection and cover for all of the head including the back. 

| International Hockey Federation 


Jvls ■A.-'iJ'.ife: 




Wynalda 

"Being No 1 is all about be¬ 
ing in the right place at the 
right time. Hopefully, that 
could be me one day," he said. 

But would Wynalda be the 
key player or will he be ejected 
from the Word Cup as hap¬ 
pened in 1990. 

Who 

will be the 

yet uncer- 'Wr ri) 

tain. And l-fv,-. ; 

will Keller -r^£' ^ ^ 

learn? ^ 

is M5,uti_ Friedel . 
nOVlC riicuM* 

thinking 

of the local players or of the 
US players currently playing 
professionally overseas? Hope¬ 
fully such questions will be 
solved before the 1994 Cup fi¬ 
nal. ■ 

Mohammad A1 Thaher 


■*- I have full 
confidence in 
the ability of 
the people of 
the United 
States. I'm sure 
that the organi¬ 
zation of the 
1994 World 
Cup will be per¬ 
fect. 




...,l 



Joao Havelange 


We have suffered a very hard blow. When I heard that 
Caniggia had tested positive I spoke in private with him. Ob¬ 
viously, I won't comment on that. This pains me because he 
is a great lad. 

Alfio Basile 

If I hadn't had 14 great years here, if we had no real past 
to look back on. things might be a little different. 

Joe Montana 


McEnroe to copy Foreman 



COUPON No. (2) 


★ TENNIS STAR John 
McEnroe has decided to copy 
boxer George Foreman and 
carefully choose his oppo¬ 
nents. McEnroe said last 
week, after losing to baseball 
player Tom Seaver at squash 
In aid of charity: "I'm going 
to start calling myself the 
George Foreman of Tennis. 
I'll handpick my opponents 
and play exhibitions.” McEn¬ 


roe, three times Wimbledon, 
champion and four times US 
Open winner, added: "I have 
given enough over IS years 
on the tour. If, by a mirade, I 
rediscover the speed in my 
legs and service, I might start 
playing again." 


j ★ TO ENTER...... Decide r 

4 which grid position the ball j 
j is in this week (it could be 

5 in any square), then send | 
j; your answer with the coav |. : A7A m f p 
3 petition coupon to r The r 

i Star. | ADDRESS 

5 If you are correct you will] 

5 be entered into our weekly i TELEPHONE 
j corapetiton and win JD 10, 


J 

K*WB' 



Scrambled Word 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


■ 1990. Tribun i* Mntiui 'Sw:,.cc-. 


I nsirramhle thews f«*ur words. 
Irtlrr in cit'b squyrr, lu Torm 
I n nr tirdioarj worth. / 

MYNAL \ 


Affectionate! 

/ (rw5> 


l<5 I 


Shape 


iimi 

RAWGE 


Ptti 






mm 



BISCER 


COAMIS 


AnswerHEL X 

. (993 Tribune Metia Services 


/ / And best 

eiRLS, 

LIKED? MOST ABOUT 
THE HAN17SCMIE 
k BACHELOR. j 


Now arrange ttie arcted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above Garwon. .. . 




Bridge 

Bv Tannah Hirsch 
PERFECT CARD-READING 


The Newest 
Name In 
Luxurv Hotels 


, sJr'.V 

FORTE 

GRAND 


With The Opening Of 3 Tennis Courts, 
Heated Swimming Pool. Health Club & Gyro 
You Can Now Enjoy Being In Good Shape. 

The New Recreation Club 
At The Forte Grand Amman 
Is Now Open For Membership. 


I Formerly Amman Plaza Hold i 

Queen Noor Street Shmeisani P.O. Box 951)629 Amman 11110 Jordan 
Tel: 962 6 674 1 11 Teh : 0493 23266 F» : 962 fi 674261 


The Star 



Tel. 652380 Fax. 648298 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* 10 8 
<7 8742 
6 J 43 

* Q J 98 

WEST EAST 

*96 *43 

*7 0 10 9 5 CKJ 

OAQ97 OK 10 6 

4 10 7 4 4 A K 6 5 3 2 

SOUTH 

* A K Q J 7 5 2 
T A 6 3 
visa 

4 Void 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass 1 4 4 4 Pass 

»as$ Pass 

Opening lead: Four of 4 
Any chance is better than no 
chance at all, even at the cost of an 
undmrick or two. The odds of de¬ 
clarer making his spade game were 
long indeed, but he deserves highest 
praise for finding the only line that 
offered some nhaneg, 

Wsth eight sure tricks in hand. 
South's jump to four spades gets the 
nod of approval from this depart¬ 
ment. West correctly refrained from 
doubling, because nothing in his 
hand suggested the opponents were 
out of their depth. 

West led a low club and declarer 


was dismayed with his dummy— 
chibs was the last statin which he 
had hoped to find values. However, 
declarer worked out a combination 
that would permit, him to establish 
two. tricks in the suit—West had to 
be leading from specifically 10- 
third. 

For South’s plan to succeed, be 
would need two entries to dummy, 1 
and the trump spots were just good- 
enough to offer that possibility. Ar! 
crick one declarer played the eight of 
dubs from the table, and his, 
chances brightened when - that 
fetched the king from East. Declarer , 
ruffed, led a low trump and boldly 
finessed the eight. The finesse’s suc¬ 
cess provided the needed extra en¬ 
try. The jack of clubs was covered 
by the ace and ruffed -high, and a 
trump to the ten.was doubly success-, 
ful—it provided the necessary entry 
while drawing both outstanding 
trumps. 

One little problem still remained. 
Declarer cashed the . queen of dubs 
for a heart discard andTwhen.the 
ten dropped, all was well. The nine' 
of dubs was established as the 
game-going trick. (Since ibis line 
might have converted right tricks to 
seven, we" wonder whether declarer 
would have been quite so brave had 
he been doubled!) 

01992. TfCUM tbdja Bandott “ 


ACROSS 
. 1 Sped away - 
5 Roberts 
9 Primitive missile - 

14 Carry on 
<15 Aba 

16 Actress Baca of 
ok) - 

17 Approve .. 

15 Tied up 
19Contrived 
20 Beatty or 

BuMBne . 
21Upset- 

23 CoJtectkri agey. - 
of a kind . 

24 High crime' .. 

26 In a while 

28 Unaided-., 

33 Puccini work 

36 word with super 

•ur alter - - . . 

37 .OlkJed 

38 Bradley 

39 Phase 

41 Zeus' queen 

42 French novelist, 
Pierre. - 

43^‘She — a 
phantom of 
,'deHghT : 

44 Saunter. 

45 Club sandwich' 


49 Peruse . . ,. 

50 Tackles, e.g. 

54'“Ode on a 

Grecian—" 

58 Answer 

59 Commotion 
eOSnatch 

' 62 Suspend 

63 The Bee Gees. 

. lor one 

64 Lfce horses 

65 Russian city 

66 UnweJJ 

67 Formula of 
belief 

86 A snap 
69 Caresses 

DOWN 
T. Facade; 

2 Magic., once 
* Escape 
.4 Susan 
of TV. 

5 The Beaver 
State 

6 Nomadic 

: 7 Support - 
‘8 Siberian river ' 
'9 Goddess of . 

wisdom . 

To Greek letter 
71 Awakens again 
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29 Contract 
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46 Texas town 
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M&nw . 641271/2 

Australian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

® a t ir “ n . 664148 

.. 

{Mean™.818151 

n .. 

^-‘ 1, * ean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons. 677559 

Czechoslovakian . 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen ' 6223^4 
Finnish Consulate . ... 6^3443 

French. r&lin/l 

.689351 

S"** ..672331 

f*“f!£ ar,an .815614 

■“*“.637262 

W .-.639331 

I^ ban ;...638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese.672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti .675135/8 

, Llb y an .666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .." 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China..666139 

Phillipines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.644331/2 

Romanian .-.667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.—.660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian—. 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates_ 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of America.. 820101 

USSR-.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

(Taiwan) .671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka.. 645312 

Con of Iceland.698851 


Alyemda(Air Yemen).653691 

Aeroflot..641510 

Air Canada. 625535 

Air France.666055 / 6678*24 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia. 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Adria Airways.667029 

Austrian Airlines. .637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways.641430 

China Airlines .. 637380 

Cathay Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air.. 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air. 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines. 639295 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air.. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 630879 

K.L.M .622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa.-. 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.£A. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PIA ...- 625981 

Philippine Airlines.— 670155 

Polish Airlines.-. 625981 

Qantas.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 67832J 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore Airlines... 676177 

Sudan Airlines.. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.J659791/641906 

USAIR...694801/2 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 604649 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 
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Copenhagen (Outer) 2 
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Egypt. 
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New Delhi i 1 
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And all dries with area codes be¬ 
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Jakarta 21 
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Rome 6 

Iraq.964 

Baghdad l 

Japan.81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya..254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait..965 

Korea..’ 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya..218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon.961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico.52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco.212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands.31 
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Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen.967 

A! Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria.234 

Lagos I 

Norway.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman.96S 

Pakistan. 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/lslamabad 51 

Paraguay.595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.63 

Manila 2 

Poland.48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar. 974 

Romania.40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

Ai-Khobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecea2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain.34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


Marbella 52 


Majorca 71 

.94 

Colombo I 

.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 

. 4b 

Stockholm 8 

.963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan. 

.SS6 

Taipei 2 

Thailand. 

.66 


Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul l 

UAE.971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A) Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras A1 Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 
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UK.44 

London (inner 71/outer SI > 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA. I 

New York 212/718 
Washineton 202 

USSR....7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela....58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 
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important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemorate.9122S 

Amman Civil Defence... 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid. 271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance.193.775111 

Amman fuc bridg.ide.I9S 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence rcsuce.b30?41 

Police rescue.621111. 637777 

Police headquarters. b39l41 

Traffic police. N%?90 

Electric Power Co.l*3o38l/4; 

Water complaints. S97467; 

Queen Alij Airport .. (OS) 53200 
RJ Flight Info. 1 08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre.. SI3813 

Khaledi Maternity . .. 644281.o; 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .. 642362 

Malhas. J Amman. 636141 

Palestine. Shmeivim.. . 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital. 66^131 

University Hospital... S45S45 
M-Muasher Hospital... 667227.9 
I The Islamic. Ahdali.. 666127/3’' 

Al-Ahll. Abd.tli. 664164/6 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen ...777101 :3 
Al-Bashtr. Ashrafich.. 77511126 

Army. Marku. S l> In 1!. 15 

Queen Alia Hospital. ...t>U22-U».5it 
Amal Hospital.6 T 4155 


General 

Jordan Television . ... 773111/19 

Radio Jordan. 774MM‘> 

Ministry of Tourism. 642311 

Hotel complaints. 6058011 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information. 121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.623101 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

^ 694-801 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
t4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre. Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
round.CJosed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Hasan excellent col lection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
T uesday s. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics. and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
centuryOrientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 





Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute—. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Tutkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A.. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library.637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 
R.S.C. N.837931/837937 


Concord... 677420 

Rainbow-/..—__ 625155* 

Plaza_____ 674111 

Philadelphia... 634144 

Nijoum.-.675571 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.._. 667181 

Orthodox Chib.810491 

Royal Automobile Gub... 815410 

Royal Shooting Gub.. 736572 

Royal Chess Gub..— 673713 

Royal Racing Gub— 09-801233 
Jordan Bridge Assoc_676990 
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606821 

Swan National. 

. 694882 


. 668958 

Al-Jabal . .. 

..-606669 

Kada 

..665161/665153 

AJ-Labadi. 

.813554 


.639197/8 


. 816792 


. 605501 


.. 639861 

Al-Samer. 

.771707 


..625767/621471 


. 604904 


....... 694883 

Hertz (Tntl.).. 

..._. 694802 

AJ-Waba -. 

. 674105 


fi7fUQR 


666327 


..641350 

Avis.-. 

.699420 

6R7Q8R 


.604230 


.. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

Europcar.. 

General Services 

.601350/80 

..674100 


Amman 

.798181 


. 663100 


. 660100 


. 660000: 


.665094! 

InterContinental. 

. 64J361 

. 665186 


.665181 


. 667150 


. 661121 

Tyche . 

.661114 

.... 841712 


813801 


.(08) 51000 

Amra —. 

Plaza -. 

Aqaba 

.... 815071 
. 674111 

.312426 


.314340 


. 314131 


.313521 


.316250 


.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel- 

_316636 


rT T: v. :-T' -- - - 

'^Churches. 


St Joseph Church: (Roman Catho¬ 
lic) Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 
Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian eveiy Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel.622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
AshrafieL Tel. 775261. 

SL Epbriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmei- 
sani. Tel. 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 
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VIDE 



D00s 


FULL COLOR 
photocopy 

Ad to A3 SIZE 

Td. 692119 -692184 
Fax. 692184 



AL ANDALOSIA 


Rent a car 


[ftttK «r» rag are sang | 

Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just CaII:682097 
Our name says it all 



'Wne as 

All of our cars are 
f 993 models 

Garden Street 

Tef.' G0SB21, fax: 606961 




The Firct Class Hotel in 
AmmsT. that has z 
Kitchenette in every 
rocru...! 


IIA1MITEL 




' Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O-Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



The first & best 
Chinese Resfurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

t vSj! ^2 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm , Hosprilablc. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for vour reservations call 
639197 



For r e serrations call (03) 31663 6 
Fax (03i 318246 



Government Depts. 


Foreign Affairs/ Jabal Amman TeL 644361 

Interior Ministry/ Jabal Amman TcL 663111 

Finance & Customs Abdali TeL 636321 

Public Health / Jabal Al-Hussein TeL 665131 

Education/Abdali Tel. 669181 

Higher Education / Jubaiha TeL 847671 

Justice / Shmaisani TeL 663101 

Planning/ Jabal Amman TeL 644466 

Public Works & Housing / Abdali TcL 668481 

Municipalities & Environment / Jabal Amman TeL M1393 

Industry & Trade / Abdali TeL 663191 

Supplies / Abdali TeL 602121 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs / Jabal Al-Husscm TeL 666141 

Agriculture/University Road Tel 686151 

Labour / Abdali Tel 698186 

Social Development / Jabal Amman TeL 673191 

Transport / Eighth Circle TeL 641461 

Post i Communications / Eighth Circle TcL 624301 

Information / Jabal Amman Tel 641467 

Water & Irrigation / Shmaisani Tel 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources 1 Sujifeu-h TrL 815615 

Culture /Jabal Amman Tel. 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs / Abdali TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities / Jabal Amman TeL 642311 
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$ The only restaurant in Jordan with a truly 
authentic atmosphere and a taste of the Far 
East. Chinese, Filipino, Thai, Malaysian, 
Indonesian & Japanese specialities. 

¥ Live band every night. 

# Worldwide programmes live via satellite. 

* Cocktails. 


46 Buhturi Street 
2nd Circle,Jabal Amman 
Opposite French Loaf 
First Floor 

: rio lts: V2 neerc 


-CD .. 


For take away 
reservation 
please call us at: 

653482 


12 snEdpJcihi: 
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COMPUTING & HIGH TECH S? 
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Computer 
Companies 

* You arc invited to 
share your news with 
our readers. Fax your 
messages to us on 
648298 or write to 
P.O. Box 9313 
Amman. 


Pentium is here: 

The 586 revolution 


The Amman Players 


Arabic music. 




te blending 
of tastes 


Bv Vesna Masharqa 

Special to The Star 


ARABIC MUSIC is a very old 
form of popular art. Mr Seif 
Eddin Shahadah Abdoun. a vio¬ 
linist and the Amman's Player 
Orchestra Conductor said to the 
Star, that Arabic music has 
been developing throughout the 
centuries. Historically, ihe 
Arab world had musicians like 
Al Farabi and Ibn Sina. though 
their music was of a very dif¬ 
ferent kind. 

"Arabic music had a pre- 
Islamic tradition; poets such as 
Al A'asha, would recite their 
poems in a form of singing, and 
used the percussion instrument 
Other poets of the Islamic peri¬ 
od carried on that tradition. 
They sang at the Okaz Souk in 
Mecca, and through the centu¬ 
ries new musical forms were 
developed, such as the "Lan- 
ca,'' "Bashraf and "Nagham 
Al Arabi." New instruments 
and methods were continually 
developed” he said. 

Mr Seif plays classical mu¬ 
sic. jazz and orchestrated Ara¬ 
bic tnusic. His Orchestra is the 
First in the country to play such 
music. Its aim is to make Jorda¬ 
nian audiences more aware and 
appreciative of classical music. 

Classical music of the mod¬ 
em European and American va- 
rietv has never been a favourite 
amongst Jordanian music lov¬ 
ers. BVmg totally different from 
Arabic music in character, form 
and tunes, classical music at¬ 


tracts only a limited number ot 
Jordanian people; mainly those 
who have been exposed to for¬ 
eign music. 

Arabic music has a clear 
rhythm and a recognizable mel¬ 
ody. Its compositions are hori¬ 
zontal, lacking harmony and or¬ 
chestration. 

While western music is very 
accurate, has high techniques 
and discipline, Arabic music 
has a loose structure and move- 
ment.which leave artists fra to 
compose. "Vibrato" and gh- 
sando" allow the members of 
the orchestra to improvise the 
composition according to their 
inner feeling, moving up and 
down a quarter of musical note, 
in a rhythm they find most suit¬ 
able. 

However, western art stan¬ 
dards consider such experimen¬ 
tation as a deviation. Improvi¬ 
sations are allowed in western 
classical and modern music, 
but these are strictly limited. 

Contemporary Arab compos¬ 
ers such as Youssef Hasho, Ab¬ 
dul Hameed Hamam, Salvador 
Amite, Patrick Lama, Sayed 
Awad. Ahmad Hanavi. and Sa¬ 
mir Zaki have only recently 
sought to apply European har¬ 
mony to Arabic music. 

Waleed Hashem, "Sud M . a 
chello player of the Amman 
Player Orchestra, said that Jor¬ 
danian audience are slowly ac¬ 
knowledging orchestrated mu- 
i sic. He and his colleagues gave 
, the sixth concert at the Royal 
. Cultural Center on 8 May 


which attracted an increasingly 
number of people. 

"U is such a pleasure to see 
the audience growing, although 
it is rather fearful. There is al¬ 
ways a question in the back of 
our mind: What if the people 
find themselves strangers to the 
music we play?" he said. 

Penetration of western tunes 
and styles into Arabic music 
took two forms. One form that 
of the use of modem instru¬ 
ments have created pop Arabic 
songs which became very pop¬ 
ular. The other, which is gain¬ 
ing recognition very slowly, is 
the adoption of western stan¬ 
dards and structure to enrich 
Arabic music. . 

Both styles are used in all 
Arab countries, being adapted 
to local tastes and habits. 

In Jordan, western musical 
styles emerged; modem love 
and patriotic songs, folklore 
music, bedouin songs and or¬ 
chestrated Arabic music. Local 
Arabic symphonies are planned 
to be used for ballet choreogra¬ 
phy. This blending of East and 
West is also found in North Af¬ 
rica and Lebanon. 

The Amman Players Orches¬ 
tra is an innovation on the Jor¬ 
danian scene. Its contribution, 
though must be measured by 
time will, it is hoped, be im¬ 
mense. The players hope that 
the Ministry of Culture and Ed¬ 
ucation will introduce classical 
music as part of the school cur¬ 
ricula and hope that Jordan will 
have a national symphony or- 
r chestra. ■ 


• Intel's microprocessor that 
evervone has been talking 
about since 1991 is finally 
here. The Intel Pentium repre¬ 
sents the next leap in PC com¬ 
puting. but does the increased 
performance really justify the 
price premium asked for it? 

The Pentium name, instead 
of just calling it a 586, was nec¬ 
essary for copyright reasons be¬ 
cause Intel couldn't get the 
number "586" patent. Thats 
why there are 386-clones from 
companies like Cyrix and 
AMD. and soon there will also 
be similar 486 clones. As for 
the Pentium, code-named P5. 
Inrel hopes that nobody clones 
it at all! 

Intel plans to ship some 
10,000 Pentium processors dur¬ 
ing the first half of this year. 
The price of a Pentium PC sys¬ 
tem should be in the region of 
£6000 which is almost triple 
the price of a well specified 
486 computer. The speed in¬ 
crease you get is no more than 
double that of a 66MHz PC. 

There will be two versions of 
this new chip, one optimized 
for desktop computers and the 
other for servers. The desktop 
version is expected to offer 
twice the performance of a 
DX2 processor, but it will exert 
strain on other parts of the sys¬ 
tem especially the RAM and 
the bus. . 

The best way to handle this is 
by using a second level cache. 
The full Pentium, to be used in 
servers, has a 6-bit bus and will 
only achieve 66MHz by clock 
doubling since it is perfectly 
pin compatible with the 486. 
The real Pentium will run at a 
Drue 66MHz. 


The chip comes with ceramic 
packaging necessary to cool the 
13 Watts the processor con¬ 
sumes. Screening is another im¬ 
portant matter. Just imagine 
how much radio frequency in¬ 
terference would be generated 



by a chip with 3.5 million tran¬ 
sistors on it! 

Such high performance on an 
Intel-based desktop PC spells 
real competition to RISC- 
based workstations. RISC chip 
manufacturers intend to hit 
back with plans to introduce 
cheaper or faster processors. 
According to a bench test in 
Personal Computer World, the 
Pentium already provides high¬ 
er performance than the MIPS 
processor and comes extremely 
close to the Alpha processor. 

MIPS plan to introduce a 
new processor, called the 
R4400, which should provide 
twice the performance of the 
Pentium while DEC are plan¬ 
ning a 200MHz Alpha proces¬ 
sor that should also deliver 
twice the Pentium perfor¬ 
mance. 

As for the very important is¬ 
sue of upgrading, some PC 
manufacturers have taken this 


into account with their latest 
PCs bv including a 23S-pin 
socket which can take the Pen¬ 
tium processor, instead of the 
standard I69:pin sockets origi- 1 
nally intended for the math co- . 
processor oft* the 486 which 
now doubles as an Overdrive . 
socket. 

There is talk that there will . 
be a cut-down version of the 
which can be slotted into these 
169-pin sockets. But, you can. 
expect it to offer less perfor* - 
mance than the full blown Pen¬ 
tium. So Intel are sticking to 
the CPU upgrade/clock¬ 

doubling policy for easy up¬ 
grades. 

The question remains, do you 
really need a Pentium . ma¬ 
chine? What will you do with 
all the power'? The answer lies 
in how demanding the software 
you are running actually is. If 
you use graphics-intensive 
Windows applications then you 
can always do with a little more 
speed. 

If you're a CAD user happy 
with the speed at which your 
computer presents and calcu¬ 
lates your work, then there's no 
need to change. If all you want 
to do is write letters on your 
PC, then a modest 386 will do. 

So. in some cases, you can 
never have to much speed. On 
the other hand, many usere will 
never feel the need to upgrade, 
until they start to feel left out 
by software publishers. 

Perhaps a computer capable 
of 100MHz performance at 
your desk sounds too much 
now, but demanding things to 
come like modem concept of 
Multimedia and Windows NT 
should change your mind. 


A first look at 

Arabic Multi-lingual Windows 
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• Microsoft Corp. has recently 
finished developing the final 
copy of Arabic Multi-Lingual 
Windows which will represent 
the first release of the Multi- 
Ungual Windows series. 

The introduction of Multi- 
Lingual Windows is to replace 
Microsoft's previous policy of 
releasing a complete Arabic 
version of Windows 3.1 also 
making it easier to develop fu¬ 
ture versions of Windows. The 
user has more flexibility to in¬ 
clude different languages 
through using the same operat¬ 
ing system. The whole idea be¬ 
hind Multi-Lingual Windows is 
to enable the user to deal with 
Windows through User Inter¬ 
faces that switch the system to 
the user’s national language. 

The test version of "Arabic 
Multi-Lingual Windows 3.11“ 
comes on nine floppy diskettes 
and includes Arabic manuals 
for the first time. These include 
a user manual for "Arabic Mul¬ 
ti Lingual Windows 3.11" and 
a smaller manual called "Start¬ 
ing with Windows". 

Installation of the programme 
is similar to Windows 3.1 with 
Arabic support. This is through 
ihe Windows In¬ 
stallation Pro- r 
gramme provided QSHH 
by Microsoft \ ®== 

Upon loading up £}= 

the software after 5= 

installation, you 
get a different pic- 

. tune than the one _ 

you're used to. In- p 

stead of the sen- ■ ■■ 

tence "with Arabic 
Support", you get ^ 

the sentence "with , 

Arabic as stan¬ 
dard". 

The program manager ap¬ 
pears from right to left with Ar¬ 
abic pull-down menus and even 
the Windows itself is called 
"Idafat Al-Baram'eg”, Arabic 
for "Program Manager". 

Also tiie program folders like 
"Accessories" and "Applica¬ 
tions" that appear at the bottom 
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of the screen can be given Ara¬ 
bic names. As for the programs 
inside these folders, such as 
"Write" or "Word", they can 
also be given Arabic names. 

These choices are controlled 
by the "International" icon 
found in the "Control Panel" 
inside the "Main" folder. The 
new choice in "International is 
called "User Interface" which is 
used to switch from Arabic to 
English and vice versa, or to 
switch to any other language 
being used in the system. This 
technique is similar to the one 
used by 

- 1 the Macin- 

■■■HMliosh oper- 
^ ■** a ting sys- 

10 tem in 
switching 

^ JmM “* between 

systems. 

_]_Once 

[ ^ rigf you selecI 

1 1 — —■ this 

ii-switch, the 

| £5ggJ whole sys- 

—-aar—— tht 1 tem is to- 
' “ tally trans¬ 

formed with everything starting 
from the right with the Arabic 
System and everything starting 
from the left with the English 
system. In English mode the 
user can still open a window 
and run an Arabic application 
In it just tike Windows 3.1 with 
Arabic Support. 

When this system switching 
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Localization from Applf 
jfe Microsoft 


for “".""U-oriSrT. VSW 

- both users ami developers ^ 
whole multi-lingual technolo* 

^Thc answer tiepin 

add languages like Arabic. Jap 

- anese. Chinese or any other 

language to ihe operating s\s- ; JF 

tem without having to.wait tor 
a special version ot the opcr.it- 
inn system to run the language 

re S uired '__ lancuacc uscrs.c.in 


system software they, are umus ----- 3’44- 

language of your choice withi > [Jf ^ j u £ ua 'i WjodowV^-ft*■* 

Further dentils un MirnwoU"«e. As J.« 
the IBM PC can be found «. 'here mul ' l . |j|1 „ uai . i . eoitti 

^ l **^.*% 

ments. h htn emei-ieil as dw nulv-- 


sensc, but Microsoft has tuso equal coiiv.deratron- 

"world-ready". Apptejpohg M ^h^ti.linyual «**’. 
for many markets world-m<te^ a i H , ul ic .cngineenflgf 

tem. Now Apple doesn t ha 'lan^uiices Apple can 1 ." 

system software to support dtffert. ^ 

now ship Macintosh computers 

ware architecture anywhere m the “ter 7“^,,--; 

easy, routine change to the language support It 

sell more Macintosh computers or. at least. \ [ L • 

S> Regaldiks? l Mnc , uwrs who are part ot 

with different languages on the same Mac application. *i... - 

^^S^Siabon" is relatively new to ti* ? 

M 'B an idea that has ton ^oandtors.ane 
venrs now. With the sheer ease of localization a* rc^-mblco 
bv both System 7.1 for the Macintosh and Multi-Lingual': 
Windows"^ the IBM PC. developers will reap the Iftnts of 
localization since it lowers the costs of developmeii: for a 
SfSW Apple’s WorUIScnpt technology 
w 11 resuft in Macintosh applications of higher quality sirne 
developers will have more lime to ioeu> on tnipnjvmg ea- 
tures of applications rather than have to worry ^ 
tion and the same applies to Microsoft Mum-Lingual Wm- 

d °Once again Macintosh und PC technologies n»ou* iovwau! 
together, always heading towards more case ot use : tor^ the 
user. We can’t wait to see these tw o tcehnoiogrc > tmct sixm. 
But when they do blend in the ToweiPC, let s hope they 
be easy to use for both developers ami u.sers, ■ - • - 


News update 


Personal Digital 
Assistor from Amstrad 

*r Amstrad have recently re¬ 
leased the Brst commercially 
available Personal Digital As- 
sitor (PDA) with handwriting 
recognition. 


takes place, the English names 
of applications turn into Arabic 
but the names of Folders such 
as "Main" and "Accessories" 
don't. They remain in the same 
language you used to name 
them originally. 

Another important feature is 
the inclusion of Help menus in 
Arabic which can . still be 
switched back to English. 

Users will be able to buy 
"language kits" in the future to 
add to their operating system 
such as French or Chinese. This 
will give them full French and 
Chinese versions of Windows. 
Developers can start working 
on language kits immediately 
which the user can easily install 
on top of Multi-Lingual Wi¬ 
dows. . . 

Once you have several lan¬ 
guages running on your system, 
you will be able to switch be¬ 
tween them by clicking on a 
language button at the top right 

side of the screen. 

So the great thing is that the 

first available version of Multi- 
Lingual Windows world-wide 
is "Arabic Miilti-Lingual Win¬ 
dows". ' 

Multi-Lingual Windows with 
Eastern European language will 
appear later this year, but this 
new technology will not be in-. 

eluded in Latin-character ver¬ 
sions of Windows until new 
versions of Microsoft Windows 
are released next year. 



ps®f 

feWif:; I 

'■ - . t * 



ThePenPad PDA600 tea 
pocket device that weighs 
400g and runs on three AA 
batteries which can keep the 
PenPad going for 40 hours. 

The PenPad has 128K of stat¬ 
ic RAM and uses a proprie¬ 
tary operating system. It has 
a 240 x 320 LCD screen with 
a clock and speaker built-in. 
There are also, built-in appli¬ 
cations like a diary, address 
list, note taker, world time 
dock and calculator. 

Apple’s PDA, the Newton, • 
which was highly published is 
not readQy avaUbfe oii-the 
market yet. So Amstrad 
where there Urst, although 
the Newton and another PDA 
soon to come from IBM are 
both expected to be technical¬ 
ly superior. - 

Cornier products in . 
Jordan 

Special Systems Co. (SSC) 
have recently acquired the 
dealership for Conner prod-. - 
ucts for Jordan; Conner-is a 
-. famous international supplier 


of top quality hard disk 
drives used by many respecta¬ 
ble computer manufacturers* 
SSC can supply drives of dif- 
ferent storage capacities at v 
competitive prices. 

You can expect to get youRieif 
an 80MB drive from SSC for ^ 
JD 180. a 120 MB drive for - 
JD 225 and a 200MB drive - 

for JD345. | 

Apple Arabizes Fax/ - 1 
Modem software * 

PAC, distributors For Ap¬ 
ple Computers in Egypt, arc 
Arabizing the Fax/Modem • 
programmes which users get 
with their.PowerBook note- > 
book computers. The idea Is - 
to bundle the Arabized soft-'- ’ - 
ware with PoWerBooks sold : ■ 
in the Middle East. 

Fax/Modem programmes 
didn't support Arabic in the - r ~ 
past, preventing the user 
from sending fax messages ; 
and documents. The user.. ;r; 

could, however, receive fax V- 
messages in Arabic since they 
were treated by the computer i- 
as a graphic file. 

Microsoft Unifies 
release numbers .. > 

*r Microsoft Corp. has derid- v 
ed to standardize the release ■- 
numbers of its products on ; 
. the Macintosh and the Win^V y. 
dows platforms. This policy . 
falls into IBM and Apple Fu¬ 
ture plans to jointly introduce 
a new computer platform 4. 
.railed the "PowerPC" which ^ 
; willaccept .both Macintosh -. >.*'■ 

- and PC software. 

. Microsoft intend to apply T ' 

- this to the next release of 
Microsoft Word which will ‘ 
carry a release number of 6.0 , 

- oh both Macintosh and Win- 2., 
dows versions. . ' 
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